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The first question is, what is the 
new birth? 

The new birth is a subject of the And here I might as has often been 
first importance. An experimental || done, spend some time in telling what 
knowledge of it, is expressly and em- | it is not; but this seems unnecessary, 
phatically declared by Christ, the |) as long as we are able to come at a 
faithful and true witness, to be neces- || direct and explicit affirmation. We 
sary, in order to our seeing the king- || can tell whatit is; and this will ex- 
dom of God. And if there is a sub- |; clude the need of negativeanswers. It 
ject in the bible that can be called || isneedless to say that the phrase,born 
again,or new birth, is fgurative. It 
| denotes that spiritual or moral change, 

wich sometimes takes place in the 
characters of men. It has nothing to 
do, directly with the bedy or any of 
the natural faculties of the mind, such 
as the reason, the understanding and 
memory, all of which remain after- 
wards essentially what they were be- 
\fore. But it consists exclusively in a 


change of heart, which is also a figa- 


JOHN, Il. 7,.—Ye must be born again, 





lies at the foundation of all obedience, 
and is the beginning of every thing that 
is good and acceptable to God. It af- 
fords an explicit answer to the ques- 
tion, “What must I do to be saved?” 
And it teaches those who have expe- 
rienced it, the nature of that life which 
is truly divine, and which alone can 
fit us to sere God here, or enjoy 








rative term to denote our moral feel- 
ings, and cannot be conceived of as 
any thing really distinguishable from 
them. Aside from this lump of flesh 
within us, called by this name, we 
cannot conceive of any heart distinct 
from love or hatred, and such like feel- 
ings and affections. Now the change 


to alarm the wicked, and excite them 
to attend to the things that belong to 
their peace. Let every one then, 
give an earnest, close, and I would 
add, a prayerful attention, whilst by 
divine aid, I endeavour te set forth the 
subject of the new birth in as concise, 
intelligible, and interesting a light as 
Ican. I shall aim to give a plain 
scripture view of it, and address it to 
your understandings as well as to your 
consciences and hearts. 

What [ propose now to say on this 
subject shall be comprised in answers | 
to three questions. The 

Ist. Relates to the nature of the 
new birth. The | 


VOL. Y. 


called “new birth,” takes place in these 
feelings only. A change of heart, 
therefore, is a term which figuratively 
designates these feelings. Of course 
it is a spiritual and not a natural 
change. Whatever effects accompa- 
ny it of a salutary nature on the mind 
or the body, are wholly circumstantial, 
| and do not enter into the essential idea 
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of the “‘new birth.” And for the most 
part,little or no alteration of this sort can 
be discerned in those who are the sub- 
jects of it; atleast, except where natu- 
ral disorders were the immediate effects 
of a wicked disposition. By reclaim- 
inga person from irregular habiis,such 
as drunkenness and violent passion, it 
has a happy influence sometimes in 
restoring the body from the injurious 
effects of these habits; and in the same 
way by removing the deranging influ- | 
ence of sin, it restores the faculties of 
the mind to healthy and vigorous ex- | 
ercise. But it never produces new | 


ee 


A Sermon. 


derstands this, but I am sensible that 
itis dark or foolish to natural persons, 
The figure of the new birth, though 


| beautifully adapted to express the thing 


intended to those who understand, is 
yet calculated,to blind the eyes of sin- 
ners and make the subject as it ap- 
| peared to Nichodemus, strange or 
; contemptible. The terms in which 
| spiritual subjects are expressed are 

parabolical to sinners, so that hearing, 
they hear not, and seeing, they per- 
| ceive not, neither do they understand. 
_ And indeed, my hearers, we must have 
an idea of the subject itself, before we 


faculties, nor alters the constitutional can’ possibly understand the terms 


form of the old ones. It simply dis- 
poses us to make a right use of the 
faculties we had before. The new 
birth opens the eyes of the soul, (which 
were before voluntarily shut,) to see 
the glory of God, and the beauty of 
holiness; and it begets a pure and ar- 
dent relish for these objects. It pro- 
duces in us a supreme delight in truth 
and goodness. It makes se/f, and the 


| which are employed to signify it. Now 
if you can understand what is meant 
| by perfect selfishness and see how this 
‘is in its nature, enmity against God, 
and comprises every thing that is es- 
sentially wicked, so as to fill up the 
idea of total depravity; if you can 
conceive of a person under the entire 
| influence of this selfishness, all at once 


‘ceasing to love and seek himself as the 





a 


objects of seltish gratification appear || principal object, and feeling that to do 


as of no value, and induces us most 
heartily to renounce them. It gives 
spiritual life to the soul, lifts it to God, 
whose glories draw forth the breathing 
of prayer and praise, and become 
its nutriment—its very life. 

The propriety of calling this change, 
a being born again, lies partly in the 
circumstance of its producing what is 
called a new creature. And by this 
is meant, not a new body, or new fac- 
ulties of mind, but simply a nez heart. 
‘The old heart which is described as 
consisting in love of self and selfish 
objects, and consequently of hatred 
and opposition to God, whose com- 
mand is “give me thine heart.” This 
old heart is displaced or destroyed by 
the new heart, which is described as 
consisting in affections directly contra- 
ry to the old: Such as the love of God 
in Opposition to the love of self, and 
the service of God in opposition to the 
service of self. I know of no way in 
which this subject can be described 
more plain and intelligible than this. 
Tine mind of the feeblest christian un- 





so is exceedingly sinful, and makes 
| 


him an object of se/f abhorrence; and 
this, in consequence of seeing the gle- 








abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost, 
so as to constrain him thenceforth to 
live, not unto himself, either in a mor- 
al or a licentious way, but to the glory 
of God in the exercise of all his pow- 
ers. Isay if you can conceive of these 
two things, you have an idea of the 
nature of the new birth. It is simply 
that change which takes place when a 
person ceases to love and seek himsel! 
| as the main object, by beginning to 
love and glorify God and serving his 
| generation according to the divine will. 
The person in whom this change takes 
place, is said to be “born again,” 
“born of the Spirit,” “born of God,” 
to have become a new creature, re 
generated, or raised from the dead, 
with many other forms of expression, 
all of which figuratively impart the 
self same simple change. All of these 
figurative expressions associate in the 
mind the idea of the old and new state. 
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| but of one from the dead: 


the change from the one into that of the 
other, and also the cause that produces 
it, the means employed and the effects 
that follow. When it is called a new 
birth,or asin the text a being born again, 
we are led also to think of the state of 
character into which we are brought 
by the old or natural birth. We are 
taught that all who experience the first 
birth have a sinful character, and are 
ina state of condemnation until they 
are changed or born again. This fig- 
ure teaches that we are not innocent 
in infancy and saved on this Qccount 
if we die in that state, an@ that our sin 
is contracted when we grow older and 
more knowing as some vainly pre- 
tend. . But it teaches us, that which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, or sinful, and 
that our being born of the flesh is the 
circumstantial reason why we must be 
born again. By the iirst birth we 
are sinners, and of course under con- 
demnation and exposed to wrath. By 
that change alone which the new birth 
denotes, do we become holy and fit 
for heavenly happiness. ° 

This figure also leads us to think of 
God as our father, by whose Spirit 
we are begotten again to alively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. And of e church, 
the spiritual Jerusalem, avhich is cali- 
ed the mother of us all, together with 
those precious means of grace which 
were the instruments of our quickening 
and spiritual nourishment. The phrase 
“new birth,” is also peculiarly adapt- 
ed to show us that the change is rad- 
ical, in distinction from any modifica- 
tion of the old nature. It is not like 
the recovery of asick person to health, 
It is the 
production of a new creature. These 
observations are made just to show 
the pertinency of the figure and 
the assembiage of interesting ideas 
which it includes and which are asso- 
sociated with the nature of this 
change. It is important here to re- 
mark, that though the new birth is a 
radical change, and produces charac- 
teristically a new creature, yet not on- 
lv at first but through the whole of the 
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present life, it is an imperfect change. 
That is, it does not effect a complete 
destruction of the reign of selfishness, 
but only the entire predominance of it. 
It is not perfect but partial sanctifi- 
cation. It merely removes total de- 
pravity. 'Those who are “born again” 
have some holiness, some right feelings 
towards God and their fellow crea- 
tures; but they have also much sin. 
“For there is not a just man upon 
earth that doeth good and sinneth 
not.” In short they have two sets 
of opposite feelings; the one are holy, 
the others are sinful; and sometimes 
one predominates and sometimes* the 
other. So that the exercise of sin is no 
certain evidence to any one that he has 
not experienced the new birth, provi- 
ded that sin do not reign exclusively. 
Any degree of holy feeling, repentance, 
humility, love to God or man is posi- 
tive evidence of the new birth. The 
only essential difference between saints 
and sinners is, the former have much 
sin together with some holiness, the 
latter are dead in sin without any ho- 
liness. It is a characteristic difference, 
partial here, but it will be perfect in 
the world to come. 
are made somewhat aside from the def- 
inition of the new birth for the prac- 
tical and important purpose of guarding 
against misapprehension. Because sin- 
ners are apt censoriously to imagine that 
none can be christians ualess they are 
perfect. And even christians themselves 
are sometimes inclined, from their la- 
mented sins, te conclude they have 
not experienced a saving change. But 
though it may truly be said “He that 
is born of Ged sinneth not, and he 
that sinneth hath not seen him neither 
known him.” It may alsojbe as truly 
said, “he that saith he hath no sin 
deceiveth himself, and the truth is not 
in him.” 

And now having said what seems 
necessary on the nature of this change, 
I proceed to consider 

2dly. The necessity of it. But be- 
fore we proceed let each one ask him- 
self whether he has so attended to 
what has been said, as to have a clear 
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and distinct idea of what the new birth |] upon the testimony of the bible, though 
is? Without this it will be almost in vain || this might be deemed sufficient. But 
to say anything about the necessity ofit. || the subject addresses itself to our un- 
Did you but know my hearers what it || derstandings and hearts. We are ca- 
is, you would see in the nature of it || pable of seeing not only bible proof, 
the strongest reason that perhaps can || but also the grounds on which this 
be assigned to enforce its necessity. || proof is built. 

And when we speak of necessity we And here let it be solemnly observ. 
mean in order to a salvation, consist- || ed, that the reason and the only reason 
ing in deliverance from sin as well as || why the new birth is necessary, lies in 
from misery, and the actual enjoy- || our entire sinfulness—our total de- 
ment of God andheaven. Or in,other 
words, without being born again, we 
can neither be holy nor happy, either 
here or hereafter; we can neither do 
nor enjoy any good. With regard to 
the necessity of this change, the mat- 
ter is settled at once with those who 

admit the divine authority of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Verily verily Tsay un- 

to you, except a man be born again | tions of it. Our depravity is so deep 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. || as to exclude from our minds the know- 
This he repeats with a redoubled em- || ledge of God and even the knowledge 
phasis, and the third time he says, || of our own moral character. Men 
“Marvel not that I said unto you, ye | fancy they knew God whilst in works 
must be born again!” Were it possi- || they deny him; and they think they 


pravity by nature. 
| That this is our character and state, 
need not now be particularly proved. 
| The word of Ged every where une- 
quivocally asserts it, and the life of 
mankind from the cradle to the grave 
confirms the fact. The ignorance 
| which is manifest on this subject, is 
one of the strongest practical illustra- 





ble for us to be saved in any otlier ae some moral virtue, whilst their | 


way than by this change, think you jj hearts are full of iniquity and deceit. 
my hearers that Christ, whose know- | The experience of those who are the 
ledge is divine, whose judgement is || subjects of the new birth confirms this. 
correct, and who came to seek and to |} It is not till our total depravity is re- 
save that which was lost, would have || moved that we beceme sensible of its 
asserted the necessity of it in this ab- |] reality. Sinners know no more of it re- 
solute and forcible manner? He also || ally than dead men do of thetr condi- 
deciaies Cie necessity of the new birth || tion. Now the new birth, we observ- 
when he says, “Except ye be convert- || ed when considering its natare, consists 
ed aud become as little children ye 
shail in no case enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. Except ye repent ye shall 
all perish. Without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord. He that believeth 
not shall be damned.” Indeed all the 
encouragements and promises of the || doctrines of total depravity and regen- 
bible are given to those and those on- || eration are co-relative to each other. 
ly who perform the duties it enjoins. || That is, the latter necessarily suppo- 
But the new birth is implied in, and || ses the turmer. If you say that a per- 
necessary to, the performance of any || son is born again, you implicitly say, 
of these duties; for an unregenerate || that previous to this change he had no 
person never complies in the least de- || holiness, but was totally alienated from 
gree with any divine requirement; || the life of God and dead in sin. For 
which argument brings the whole bible || the new birth is the beginning of spir- 
in te support the necessity of this }} itual life or holiness. It would be as 
change. But, my friends, it is not ne- |} perfect nonsense to those who under- 
cessary to rest this subject simply Il stand the import of the phrase, to talk 


course those only who are possessed 
of this depravity are capable of this 
change. Angels cannot be the sub- 
jects of it, for they are holy. Nor can 


SS 


in the removal of total depravity; of 


christians experience it but once. The J 
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of being born again in a case where to- || Both involve an absurdity, and of 
tal depravity is denied, as to talk of || course are neither of them the objects 
raising a living man to life. | ef power. Except a man be born a- 

Now if we consider the character of || gain, (said Christ,) he cannot sce the 
man as totally depraved by nature, || kingdom of heaven. He is blind. This 
j. e. without holiness, or dead in sin; || birth alene removes his moral dark- 
and that all the evil which he has to || ness, and opens his eyes upon the glo- 
dread results necessarily trom this || ries of the heavenly state. You ima- 
character, and is inseparably connect- || gine, my impenitent friends, that there 
ed with this condition; and then con- || is a place called heaven somewhere in 
sider that no salvation can avail him the universe, where, if you could go, 
any thing but by changing his character you would of course be happy. And 
so as to reconcile him to God, impress || most certainly there is a heaven, but 
the divine image on his soul, and ef- |! it is infinitely different from any thing 
fect a spiritual union tothe holy and || which you conceive. In your present 
blessed One, the enjoyment of whose | character, instead of a place of happi- 
fulness and favour is the very idea of || ness it would make you perfectly mis- 
heaven, we cannot but see the neces- |j erable. Our necessary and unaltera- 
sity of the new birth. ‘Total depravi- || ble relation to God, is such as to make 
ty is the opposite cf holiness, and as || him to us an eternal source of exqui- 
much disqualifies us for the empley- || site misery, or transcendant bliss. I: 
ments or enjoyments of heaven, as || is our characters that will make his 
blindness disqualifies us to see, or || presence either heaven or hell. That 
death to live. The new birth, my || divine favour which is the light and 
hearers, (O that we could all realize || life of the righteous, is the frown of 
it,) is the beginning of a life, the per- |) ever-during death to the wicked. 
fection of which is attained through || Whilst God is holy, he is angry with 
progressive sanctification, and consti- 


the wicked. And they will feel his 
tutes the SALVATION—THE IDENT 














anger like devouring fire in al] those 
CAL HEAVEN OF THE BIBLE. If then || movements of his hand which fill the 
we are totally depraved by nature, and || hearts of his friends with ever growing 
if this depravity imports a character delight, and their tongues with cease- 
and state the very opposite of heaven, || less praise. That very character which 
how evident is it that such a change 


makes a heaven of heaven, will make 
as the new birth expresses must take || a hell of hell. The grand difference 
place in us in order to our salvation. 


between these two states arises not 
We deceive ourselves, my friends, if from diversity in God, but from diver- 
we think that we are not by nature 


sity of character in creatures. Whist 
sinners in the completest sense of this 


the sovereign government of God,and 
term. And we deceive ourselves too, the glory which its administration une 
if we do not associate and identify 


folds, will be a source of immortal bles- 
eternal misery with sin, as also heav- 


sedness to those who love him, it will 
en and heavenly happiness with holi- || make the very hell of all who hate him. 
ness. And so sure as these things are 


Here then, my dear hearers, lies the 
thus by their very nature connected to- || grand necessity of a change of heart. 
gether, just so sure sinners who are 


To sinners, therefore, the text should 
now unholy and wholly sinful must be || come with solemn and tremendous em- 
radically changed in order to be sav- || phasis—“Ye must be born again.” 
ed. Ispeak thoughtfully and rever- (To be concluded.) 
ently when I say, that there is no other <—3006e— 
way in which the Almighty God can Frem the London Baptist Magazine. 

‘on us but this, The same kind of || ON UNDERSTANDING “A eA 


impossibility attends this case as that No part of our time is more impor- 
which forbids that God should lie, tant than that which is spent in hear- 
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2M On understanding 
ing the gospel. The reception which 
is given to it,'will'decide our final state. 
He who believes and follows it, will 
be saved; he who disregards and neg- 
lects it, will be lost for ever. ‘The short 
space too, which is alotted to this ex- 
ercise, renders it still more solemn. 
Compared to what is spent in business, 
in conversation, in recreation, and rest, 
iow very contracted are the hours we 
pass in listening to those words, by 
which our salvation is secured. It is, 
therefore, a matter of high concern, 
that every thing which tends to inter- 
rupt the impression intended to be 
made by the word, be removed; and 
that every thing which aids it should 
be fostered with peculiar care. 

The first prerequisite which is re- 
quired in order to derive benefit from 
the preached word is, to understand 
it. The understanding is the leading 
faculty of the soul. Unless this be 
duly informed, no other operation of 
the mind can be under a correct in- 
tluence. 








a Preached Gospel. 
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after year, without efiect. They uy 
derstand not the statements which are 
made in their hearing. It is not meant 
to be affirmed that this is the only ob. 
stacle to men’s pxpfiting by the word, 
It may be understood and yet hated; 
the truth may be imprisoned in un. 
righteousness. But it is one reason 
why so many receive no spiritual ben- 
efit from the gospel of God. Thus 
our great Master in his parable of the 
sower explains the case of those who 
received the seed by the way side, 


“When any one heareth the word of 


the kingdom,and understandeth it not, 
then cometh the wicked oneand catch- 
eth away that which was sown in his 
heart. This is he that receiveth the 
seed by the way side.” Satan, that 
subtle and malicious foe of man, uses 
all his artifice to prevent our under- 
standing the word, lest we should be- 
lieve it, and obtain salvation. It is 
therefore necessary that we use every 


|, caution to counteract his endeavours; 
The will, the memory, the || that we set our hearts to the things 


° ee i . ° ‘ 
conscience, the affections, and the tem- 4 which are delivered to us; recollecting 


per, are all moved by it. As every 


it is no vain thing, but our life is con- 


visible external object affects us by || tained in it. 


the eye, and without a clear vision, all 
the scenes of beauty and grandeur in 
the works of God will produce no cor- 
rect impression upon us, so if the in- 
tellectual part of man be blinded or 
perverted, or misinformed, every other 
power of the mind will be liable to an 
improper bias. No doctrine of the 
bible can affect us, unless it be ina 
measure understood. Truths which 
are of the highest importance, which 
are ennobling, and exciting, and con- 
soling, will be addressed to us without 
effect, unless they are known and ap- 
prehended. Truths which fill believ- 
ers with joy unspeakable, and full of 
glory, which draw forth the hallelu- 
jahs and adorations of angels in heav- 
en, and make guilty spirits in hell 
tremble, will, amidst the most impres- 
sive statements, be set before mankind 
in vain, if they are not known, and re- 
alized, and have place in the human 
mind. Hence it is that so many per- 
sons sit under a faithful minister, vear 
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We need not, therefore, wonder 
that so much stress is laid on this sub- 
ject in the scriptures. When Christ 
had been delivering his parables to the 
multitude, he thus addressed his imme: 
diate disciples: “Have ye understood 
all these things?” So when Philip 
accosted the Ethiopian eunuch, it was 
in the following way: “Understandest 
thou what thoureadest? And he said, 
How can I, except some man should 
guide me? And he desired Philip 
that he would come up and sit with 
him.”” Thus when Christ, on his way 
to Emmaus, had been conversing with 
his friends, whose minds were dark 
and perplexed, and full of unbelief, he 
thus addressed them: QO fools, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! And beginning 
at Moses and all the prophets he ex- 
pounded unto them in all the scrip- 
tures the things concerning himself.” 
Thus they describe the effect of those 
instructions: “Did not our heart burs 





























ij 

ire 
int 
yb. 
rd, 
ad; 
In- 
on 
Pn- 
1US 
the 
ho 
de, 
ot 
ot, 
ch- 
his 
the 
hat 
Ss 
ler- 
be- 
t is 
ery 
IVs; 
ngs 
ing 


On- 


der 
ub- 
rist 
the 
me- 
ood 
lip 
was 
dest 
aid, 
puld 
silip 
vith 
way 
vith 
lark 
, he 
and 
the 
ning 
ex- 
rip: 
olf.” 
nose 
urn 





| We admit the important truth. But 


| Not certainly by presenting to us truths 
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ed; and are thus deprived of many of 
the sanctifying and consoling. effects 
| which attend a deep and intimate ac- 
| quaintance with divine truth. We 
| are therefore naturally led to inquire 
into the reasen of this. Is there not a 
| cause? While so many christians ac- 
| quire such an eminence in spiritual 
| understanding, how is it that multi- 
tudes seem never to increase in the 
| knowledge of God? 
Now it is not improbable that there 
are three sources of this deficiency. 
1. The first arises from the nature 
of the truths which are contained in 
the word of God. We all know that 
| the gospel contains many truths which 
are plain and easy; and others which 
are deep and obscure, It has its ru- 
diments, or first principles, which stand 
at the head of the instructions that are 
delivered; and it has its more recon- 
dite and secret mysteries that are hid 
in the volume. Like Ezekiel’s river, 
it is ancle deep, and knee deep, till at 
cost, and the multitudes in the apos- | legth it swells into an immense water, 
tolic age. The same views of the ho- |! which “could not be passed over.” It 
liness of God, of the spirituality of the || has depths in it where an elephant 
divine law, of the atoning sacrifice of || may swim, and shallows in which a 
Christ, of the invisible glories or ter- | lamb may wade. Now the ministers 
rors of another world, are as effectual |! of the gospel have to unfold to you the 
now in all those who believe, as they || whole counsel of God. And while 
were when Paul preached them in || they will dwell much on those things 
Philippi, Thessalonica, or Rome. |! which are plain and obvious, they 
Whenever this divine and holy Being | will feel it requisite occasionally to set 
awakens the dead in sin, toa new and || before you the deep things of God. 
spiritual life, he orders the attention || Though it be fit to dwell on the first 
and fixes the mind on the great topics || principles of the doctrine of Christ, 
of the holy word; makes us understand || they will not stop here, but will lead 
their meaning, and brings them home || you onward to perfection. He must 
toour owncase and condition. So that || not only prepare milk for babes, but 
the very nature of his work implies || strong meat for those,who by reason of 
the importance of understanding the || use, have their senses exercised to dis- 
word of God, and of using those efforts || cern both good and evil. Now it will 
which tend to produce this desirableend. || necessarily result from this, that those 
It is, however to be feared, that ma- || of our hearers whe pay but little at- 
ny who are favoured with a gospel || tention to the’ divine word, will only 
ministry, do not in any due manner || be able to comprehend the most obvi- 
understand the truths which are con-|| ous doctrines which are set before 
tinually set before them. This is not || them. When we advance beyend the 
the case only with the unconverted: || alphabet of the christian system they 
but many of whom we hope well, are, || will find themselves unable to follow 
like the Hebrews, “dull of hearing:” || us, and will often complain of our in- 
they know but little of what is deliver- !! tricacies and dryness when delivering 


within us while he talked with us | 
by the way, and while he opened 
to us the scripturesr” ‘Then open- 
ed he their understanding that they 
might understand the scriptures.” 

It is no valid objection to these state- 
ments that the gospel only becomes ef- 
fectual to the salvation of men, by its 
being applied to the heart by the pow- 
erful agency of the Holy Spirit of God. 











we derive from it a confirmation of the 
topic before us. For how does this 
blessed agent effect the mighty work? 





which are not contained in the word; 
but by making us understand those 
which are read or heard. It is not 
by the revelation of a new gospel, but 
by the application of the old gospel, 
that we become new creatures in 
Christ Jesus, and grow and thrive in 
piety. The same truths convert the 
heart now, which operated on the 
three thousand en the day of Pente- 
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290 On understanding 
topics which have been laboured with 
extraordinary care, and cost us mucha || 
assiduous, persevering diligence to 
bring before the people. If hearers |; 
who are the mast attentive, and devout, 
and reflecting, find that many of the 
topics which are set before them are a 


| which you little think of. 


a Preached Gospel. 


W hateve; 
be our feelings, whether of joy or sor- 


| row, we must be at our regular post 


| of bahoule, 


When at a prayer meeting 
the brethren address God on behalf of 
each ether, if they feel a high degree 
of indisposedness to the work, they 


mighty deep; is it any wonder that || can decline the invitation given ‘them. 


many are but little instructed by the 


things new and old which we bring } be. 


from the treasury of God’s holy | 
word ? 

2. The second source of the small 
degree of understanding in the divine 
word which is so lamentably prevalent, 
may arise from the defictences of the 
ministers of that word. There isa 
close connexion between the teacher 
and those that are taught. If the tu- 
tor be dull of understanding, so will 
be his pupils. If he be able to com- 
municate but little, they will receive 
but little. We have reason to take to 
ourselves a portion of the guilt our 
hearers contract, in profiting so little 
under the means of grace. We speak 
not of those graceless ministers who || 
are blind guides, leading the blind, 
both of whom will fall into the ditch; 
but of those who are good stewards, 
and faithful ministers of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. How few possess that 
union of talents which is requisite to 
command, and reward attention. 
How seldom do we see embodied in 
those who proclaim the truth, a vigor- 
ous understanding, a discriminating | 
judgement, a capacious memory, deep 
feeling and imposing statements. low 
often 3 are we ‘sluggish i in our prepara- 
tions in the study, and come not be- 
fore you with that preceding labour 
and care, which are desirable when 
we have tepics of such infinite moment 
to set before you. And if we have 
exerted all requisite preparatory dili- 
gence, how frequently is itmarred and 
spoiled by the frame of our mind in 
delivering it. A sermon carefully 
studied is a different thing before an 
audience, according to the feelings of 
the speaker in preaching it. We are 
often assailed with doubts, fears, trials, 
perplexities, and discouragements, 
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Here we must 
Here we must go through the al- 
lotted services. We do not complain 
of this. It is inseparable from the 
work in which we are engaged. But 
we, on this account, bespeak your can- 
dor, amidst our visible deficiences, and 
beg your prayers on our behalf, that 
we may speak as we ought to speak— 
that the word of the Lord may have 
free course, and be glorified. 

3. The last reason we assign is, the 
sluggishnesss of those who hear the 
gospel. Much, doubiless, may} be at- 
tributed to the previous cause, but it 
cannot all be placed here. The best, 
the wisest, the most diligent tutor can- 
not advance his pupil in wisdom and 
knowledge, except there be diligence 
in the pupil himself. The clearest ru- 
diments, the most eloquent disserta- 
tions, will in vain be set before him 
who refuses to lend a listeni ing ear, or 
| to treasure up the instruction w which he 
receives in his memory. ‘The effect 
produced will be very similar to that 
of him who plays music to the deaf, or 
presents scenes of beauty and grand- 
eur before the blind. Now it is too 

| evident that many who hear the gos- 
pel are of this stamp. They are des- 
cribed by Christ, as those who having 
eyes see not, and having ears hear not, 
neither do they understand. They 
approach the house of God without 
any fixed end in view; they seek not 
that divine illumination which is requi- 
to enable them to receive the truth 


Such is not our case. 








in the love of it; they fix not their minds 
attentively to what is spoken while 
in the act of hearing; their hearts are 
engaged on any topic rather than what 
is set before them, wandering like the 
fools eye, to the end of the earth; sel- 
dom or never returning to reflect on 


'what has occupied others. Is it any 
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| man, either 


wonder they do not understand?—that 
they are so deficient in their know- 
jledge of subjects of unutterable impor- 
tance—that after so many years of in- 
struction, they are not able to ad- 
vance beyond the first principles of 
the doctrine of Christ? 

It is a most deplorable fact, to see 
topics of the most important nature | 
thrown by, as unworthy of serious re- 
flection—the greatest blessings slight- | 
ed as beneath our regard—truths | 
which were issued by God bimself to | 
in the thunder and light- | 
ning of Sinai, or amidst the melting 
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where we shall see every object clear- 
ly in the light of God, and be com- 
pletely changed into his image, from 
glory to glory. 
~—Ifd 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
NATURE AND NECESSITY OF A BRO- 
KEN HEART. 

Since all men are immortal, and 
| hastening to their final state of resi- 
|| dence, itis of inconceivable importance 

that they are prepared for the employ- 
| ments and enjoyments of holy beings 
| beyondthe grave. It deeply concerns 


| all those who hope to dw II forever in 


groans of Calvary, derided and set at heaven, to take a frequent and serious 


nought. Thus to despise our own | 


| view of their own hearts, and of the 
mercies, to deprive ourselves of spir- || 
| itual profit, to neglect the realities “| 


nature and source of those amazing 
joys which eye hath not seen, nor ear 


eternity, out of a regard to the trifles | heard, neither have entered into the 


of time, is what should humble us be- } 
fore God, and call forth that venteai-| 
tial sorrow and holy resolution which 

are requisite in order to obtain forgive- | 
ness for the past and amendment for 
the future. Let us then regard the 
advice of the God of heaven, who 


let him hear.” 
the more attentive heed to the things | 





heart a man to conceive. According 
to the scriptures, there is a perfect dif- 
ference in the hearts of mankind here; 


| and it is no less certain, that there will 
be a perfect difference in their hearts 


and employments for ever. 
Daniel in the spirit of prophecy, 


says, “If any man hath an ear to hear, || Saw the dead arise, some to everlast- 
“We ought to give ing life, and others to shame, and ey- 


erlasting contempt. And the Lord 


which are spoken, lest at any time we || Jesus, who is to be judge himself, has 


should let them slip.” Before we en- | 
ter the house of God, let us seek that 
preparedness of heart, by reflection || 


kindly foretold some of the most sol- 
emn transactions of the great and de- 
cisive day, when some shall go away 


and prayer, which is requisite to dis- into endless punishment, and others in- 


1 
pose us to listen with seriousness and || 


holy fear. While we are there, let us | 


} remember that we are in the presence | 


of God; that we are engaged in the | 
business of our salvation. Let us| 
hear as for eternity; as though we had 
a’ crown of inestimable value to win 
orto lose. On leaving it, let us retire 
and ponder over the word. Let us 
treasure it up in our hearts as a pre- 
servative from sin, as a source of con- 
tinual comfort and joy. So shall our 
improvement in religion bear a pro- 
Portion to the means with which we 
are favoured. So shall we proceed in 
the ways of the Lord, till we arrive at 
that werld where no darkness shall 
obscure the understanding, ner per- 
verseness domineer over the affections: 





to life eternal. It is equally certain 
that in view of the display of the same 
most glorious perfections, some will 
praise and others blaspheme the name 
of God forever. And _ perhaps there 
is nothing which more clearly and 
impressively designates the difference 
between saints and sinners, than the 
scripture appellations, stout hearted, 
and broken hearted. It is said, “God 
knoweth the proud afar off, but he 
heareth the cry of the humble.” Da- 
vid was inspired to say, ‘A broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise.” It is my design in this 
essay to define and show what ts im- 
plied in a broken heart; and show its 
absolute necessity in order for sinners to 
obtain and enjoy the felicity of heaven 
38 
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A broken heart does not consist in 
the distress and sorrow of the world 
which the «apostle says “worketh 
death.” Jacob was an example of 
this kind of sorrow when he refused 
to be comforted after the intelligence 
of the death of his darling son; and 
Job, when in view of his great afflic- 
tions, he was led to curse the day of 
his birth. Multitudes are thrown into 
despondency,anguish and deep distress 
in the experience and in the prospect 
of both temporal and eternal evils, 
while their hearts are as full of pride 
and selfishness as they are of sorrow. 
They can murmur, complain, and 
curse God, their fellow creatures, and 
even themselves. The deepest sor- 
row frequently fills the stoutest heart. 
Pharaoh was full of sorrew, both in 
view ef his sin, and his misery; but 
who ever supposed Pharaoh was ever 
broken hearted? Nor is a_ broken 
heart a sympathetic feeling in view of 
the sinfulness, danger, or misery of 
others. This, sinners often have as 
well as saints. Sympathetic joy and 
sorrow is the fruitful source of decep- 
tion in religion. ‘These involuntary 
feelings may and do exist in animals 
as well as in men, and consequently 
cannot partake ef the nature of a bro- 
ken heart for sin. -But a broken heart 
may be said to consist in that repen- 
tance, godly sorrow, and self-abasc- 
ment, which nene but real saints can 
ever experience. Suppose a_ child 
should break the laws, trample upon 
the authority, and trifle with the feel- 
ings of a reasonable, kind, and benev- 
olent parent. Suppose he should 
come to himself like the prodigal son, 
return to his father with a deep sense 
of his ill desert, and quietly and cor- 
dially submit to the penalty of his fa- 
ther’s law, because he is guilty and 
deserves to be punished, and because 
he loves his parent and his law, that 
child may be said to be broken heart- 
ed. All impenitent sinners from the 


commencement of their moral exis- 
tence, have constantly broken the 
Jaws, trampled upon the authority, and 
crieved the heart of their infinitely ho 
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Their 
supreme self-love leads them to hate 
and oppose the holy purposes, the ho- 
ly conduct and the holy heart of their 
Maker, because they stand in the way 
of the accomplishment of their selfish 


ly and benevolent Creator. 


interests, desires and designs. God, 
who knows their hearts infinitely bet- 
ter than they do, says their carnal 
minds are enmity against him; and net 
subject to his law, neither indeed can 
be. He says their hearts are deceit- 
ful above all things, and even desper- 
ately wicked. ‘Though they sustain 
very tender and affecting relations to 
their Creator, and are bound by the 
most sacred and solemn obligations, to 
love him supremely and constantly, 
yet while under these obligations, their 
stout hearts rise in hatred and enmity 
against him. Their hearts are full of 
evil, vile, and selfish affections, which 
the most powerful motives cannot over- 
come, and which lead them to sin 
with ail their strength, with all their 
subtlety, and without ceasing. And 
when they come to themselves, realize 
their ill desert, and accept the punish- 
ment of their iniquity, because they 
deserve to be abased to hell, and be- 
cause they love God supremely, and 
delight in that holy and amiable jus- 
tice that might be displayed in their 
everlasting punishment, they may be 
said to be broken hearted. 

This implies a true knowledge of 
the only living and true God, and of 
our relations and obligations to him. 
God must be seen in his incomprehen- 
sible greatness and goodness, in his 
supremacy and authority, in his holi- 
ness and sovereignty, his purposes, 
agency, and blessedness, before a per- 
son can have an intelligent, full and 
clear view of their sinfulness. What 
is sin but a violation of moral obliga- 
tion? And what is holiness but a 
compliance with moral obligation? 
We are under some obligation to eur- 
selves and to our fellow creatures, but 
our obligations to creatures are noth- 
ing in comparison with our obligations 
to Ged. The inspired Psalmist says. 
“Against Thee, ‘Thee only have } 
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sinned.” The exceeding sinfulness 
of sin can be seen only in the light of 
truth respecting God. A_ broken 
heart fer sin therefore necessarily im- 
plies a correct view of the character 
and perfections of the true God against 
whoin we have sinned. No person 
can know what sin deserves and have 
a broken heart for it, until he has a 
clear view of the obligations which he 
has violated. And these obligations 
can be seen and felt only in view of 
the being and perfections of the great 
Creator. The more the true God is 
concealed from creatures, the less will 
they realize their obligations and sin- 
fulness. Those only who know what 
God is, can know what sin is, and fee! 
as they ought to feelin view of it. 

A broken heart implies a realizing 
sense of the evi] nature and demerit of 
sin. The Assembly of Divines say 
“Every sin deserves God’s wrath and 
curse,both in this life,and in that which 
is to come.” This agrees with the di- 
vine declarations, “Cursed is he that 
continueth not in all the things which 
are written in the book of the law to 
de them: and the soul that sinneth it 
shall die.” It is the dictate of every 
man’s conscience that every sin de- 
serves some punishment, and of every 
person’s reason that guilt can never be 
removed. And as long as the ill de- 
sert of sinners remains, they will de- 
serve punishment. It is the sponta- 
neous sentiment of mankind that the 
transgressor of a human law which is 
clothed with high authority, deserves 
condign punishment. ‘Surely then the 
transgressors of the divine Jaw which 
is clothed with infinite authority, de- 
serve a severe punishment. Every 
sin which is committed by creatures 
against their infinitely holy and be- 
nevolent Creator, deserves a severe 
punishment. What then must be the 
character and desert of impenitent sin- 


ners, who have constantly disobeyed | 
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sible to conceive an object more vile, 
loathsome, and ill-deserving, than a 
rational creature, perfectly dependent 
on his Creator for life, breath and al}! 
things, who sees his great and increas- 
ing obligations to love him supremely, 
and yet whose selfish heart rises in 
hatred and enmity against infinite 
greatness, excellence, and benevolence? 
The strongest terms of language, and 
the most striking imagery of nature, 
fail in describing the vileness and ill 
desert of impenitent sinners. ‘Those 
who have seen and felt their obliga- 
tions to God, know that it is an evil 
and bitter thing tO sin against him. 
A realizing sense of this ill desert,is ne- 
cessarily implied in genuine repen- 
tance,godly sorrow and self-abasement. 

A broken heart implies true love to 
God. It is impossible for sinners whe 
hate Ged, to have any true sorrow 
for sin against him. It is because 
saints love God supremely, that their 
hearts break im view of their treatment 
ef him. They love his justice and 
mercy, his holiness and sovereignty, 
his purposes, agency, and blessedness, 
and their love to him fills them with 
holy grief in view of their sins against 
him. But sinners never love God su- 
premely. They are lovers of their own 
selves, and all selfishness is opposed 
to God, to the general good of the 
universe, and totally inconsistent with 
a broken heart for sin. 

A broken heart also implies hatred 
of sin. Love to God and holiness, 
necessarily implies hatred of sin 
which is opposed to his character and 
glory. Godly sorrow for sin is the 
same kind of sorrow which God feels. 
It implies hatred of sin simply con- 
sidered, and displeasure in every thing 
in ourselves and others which is con- 
trary to the divine commands, and 
subversive of the divine glory. Bro- 
ken hearted saints know and feel that 
God ought to hate them for sinning 


the divine commands, broken all their || against infinite love and excellence, 


obligations to God, and treated him | 
with unspeakably more contempt and | 


ingratitudethan they have treated any 
other being in the universe? Is it pos- 








‘and they know and feel that they 


ought to hate themselves for the same 
reasons that God hates them. And 
they realize and comply with their 
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obligation to be angry with all those {| None but those who have such a 
who hate God and his decrees, his iaw || broken heart as has been described, 
and his glory, in the same sense, in|} can be pardoned consistently with 
which God is angry with the wicked || wisdom and moral rectitude. Sin- 
every day and momeat. They hate || ners have disobeyed,hated, and oppo- 
all selfishness both in themselves and || sed God without a cause. They 
others. have constantly despised and rejected 

Though it is generally admitted that || the offers of pardoning mercy which 
a person who has such a broken heart | have been presented then through the 
as has been described,feels as he ought || Son of his love. They have fre- 
to feel, yet the necessity of such feel- queotly grieved and quenched the 
ings in order to be saved is almost as || Holy Spirit. They have hated God 
generally denied. But it is easy to || tor nothing but his pure goodness, 
show that such a heart is an essential || which governs all his purposes and 
preparation for the happiness of hea- } conduct. They have constantly griev- 
ven. | ed the heart of their holy Creator, and 

Those who are destitute of such a}, abused and insulted infinite patience, 
broken heart will for ever be under the || forbearance, and kindness. They 
condemnation of their own conscien- |! have injured God but he has never in- 
ces. Guilt necessarily lays creatures || jured thems and he never can forgive 
under moral obligation to have a bro- || them consistently with the dignity and 
ken heart. And so long as sinners || purity of his character, and receive 
violate this obligation, there will be a || them into his special favour before they 
perpetual and painful war ‘ian justify God in the precept and penal- 











——— 


their hearts and consciences. Every ty of his law, cendemn themselves, 
wicked being in the universe will for|} and have a broken heart for sin. 
ever know and feel, that he ought to || ‘Though Christ has made an atone- 
justify God both in the precept and |] ment sufficient for all, yet to forgive 
penalty and of his law, and be willing || and restore to favour these who are 
to be treated according to his desert. || proud and stout hearted, would be an 
And when the proud hearts of sinners expression of complacency in sin. 
rise against such self-abasement, they || This is perfectly inconsistent with the 
will always be self-condemned. Sol- || moral rectitude of God who will by no 
oemon says, “The backslider in heart | means clear the guilty. No benevo- 
shall be filled with his own ways; but || lent parent or prince will ever forgive 
a good man shall be satisfied from || a rebellious child or subject, until he 
himself.’ Those who have the joys || feels as he ought to feel in view of his 
of an approving conscience can never || guilt. Much less will God ever for- 
be perfectly miserable: but even Om- || give his stout hearted and incorrigible 
nipotence cannot make those happy || enemies. 

who are self-condemned. When sin- None but those who have such a 
ners cannot blind their own conscien- || broken heart as has been described, 
ces, they are always constrained to || can ever be willing to accept of par- 
stoop under the weight of their con-|| doning mercy. If God was disposed 
demning power. Think of Judas || to pardon and receive his proud ene- 
who voluntarily plunged himself into || mies, yet they would instantly spurn 
the world of wo, im consequence of || his free grace. Nothing is more offen- 
the insupportable ain he felt from his || sive to the stout hearts of sinners, than 
conscience. How many sinners are || to be required to be willing to be sav- 
thrown into the deepest distress, when || ed by grace. Grace is gratuitous fa- 
their consciences are awakened to con- || vour,shown to the ill-deserving. And 
demn their hearts. “A man may || to be saved from hell and raised to 
sustain his infirmity, but a wounded || heaven by the grace of God, not only 
spirit, who can bear?” implies that we deserve endless pun- 
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ishament, but it lays the subjects of it 
under infinite obligations of gratitude 
and love, which all unhumbled sinners 
perfectly hate. ‘To accept of parden- 
ing mercy implies that God is wholly 
right, and that man is wholly wrong; 
and to do this we must in fact justify 
God, condemn ourselves, and approve 
in our hearts of that justice which 
condemns us to end’ess punishment 
This is far more offensive te ihe proud 
hearts of sinners, than suffering the 
penalty of the divine law. ‘They had 
much rather endure the torments of 
the damned for ever, than cordially 
submit to be saved by the sovereign 
grace of God. ‘This is no visionary 
theory: it has been often confirmed by 
the most stubborn facts. Multitudes 
of sinners have been brought to the 
verge of the world of wo, and have 
both seen and felt that they must 
shortly lie down in eternal sorrow, or 
accept of the free grace of the gospel, 
and they have rejected the self-deny- 
ing terms of salvation. All impeni- 
tent sinners constantly choose to brave 
the dangers of life, the terrors of 
death, and the miseries of the world 
of despair, rather than humbly to ask 
and receive the divine fergiveness. 
Nor can any of mankind but those 
who have such a broken heart as has 
been described, enjoy the society and 
join in the enjoyments and employ- 
ments of heaven. It is easy to know 
what will be the nature and source of 
heavenly enjoyments, and what will 
be the employments of saints and an- 
gels. According to the revelation of 
Jesus Christ, the chief employment of 
heaven will be praise. And we are 
expressly told what will be the subject 
of thesong of heaven. The heavenly 
hosts wi!l sing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb for ever and ever. St. 
Jehn heard the heavenly host sing, 
“Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty; just and true 
are thy ways, thou King of saints. 
Who shall not fear thee O Lord and 
glorify thy name, for thou only art ho- 
ly. Alleluia: salvation and glory, 
and honour and power unto the Lord 
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our God, for true and righteous are 
thy judgments.” The following is a 
part of the song of Moses which was 
compesed expressly to celebrate the 
praise of the divine power and sover- 
eignty, and vindictive justice. Thy 
right hand,O Lord,is become glorious 
in power thy right hand,O Lord,hath 
dashed in pieces the enemy. And in 
the greatness of thine exerllency, 
thou hast overthrown them that rose 
up against thee; thou sentest forth thy 
wrath which consumed them as stub- 
ble. ‘Phe Lord shall reign for ever 
and ever.” ‘The song of the Lamb 
is the new song spoken of in the scrip- 
tures, which none can learn but those 
who are redeemed from the earth. It 
will be sung in celebiation of the spe- 
cial grace ef God through Jesus Christ, 
which will raise a part of the guilty 
children of Adam from the lowest hell, 
where they might have justly been 
banished, to the highest heaven. By 
singing this song saints, heartily ac- 
knowledge that they might justly be 
cast off for ever, and even that the 
greatness ef the divine excellency 
might be displayed in their endless 
punishment. But none can cordially 
join in such songs of praise, unless 
they delight in the subjects of that 
praise. None can cordially sing the 
song of Moses unless they love God su- 
premely, and delight in his holiness 
and power, his sovereignty and jus- 
tice, and his disposition to hate and. 
punish sin. The joyful inhabitants of 
heaven must necessarily be holy as 
God is hely, and just as God is just. 
How can those who hate the vindic- 
tive justice of God sing, And in the 
greatness of thine excellencu thou 
hast overthrown them that rose up 
against thee. None but those who 
lave God unspeakably more than they 
love themselves and ali other crea- 
tures, can with cheerfulness give up 
their dear friends and children to end- 
less misery for the glory of the divine 
justice, and sing, “So letit be, praise 
ye the Lord.” The heavenly hosts 
will have a perfectly clear and affect- 
ing view of the torments of the dam- 
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ned. They will sing the song of Mo- 
ses and the Lamb, while the smoke of 
their torment ascendeth up for ever 
and ever. And who can bear such a 
solemn and affecting sight and rejeice, 
unless they delight in the vindictive 
justice of Ged to display which, they 
wicked are turned into hell. Those 
who are unreconciled to the petalty 
of the divine law in their own case, 
cannot cordially celebrate the praise 
of God for inflicting that penalty on 
others. Nor can any sing in praise 
of the special grace of God, in saving 
some guilty, ill-deserving creatures 
from endless misery, unless they cor- 
dially acknowledge that saints deserve 
endless misery. Let none therefore 
indulge the vain hope that they are 
prepared for heaven, without a broken 
heart for sin. 
ReMARKS. 

1. If a broken heart for sin implies 
a true knowledge of the true God, 
and of mankind, then those who op- 
pose the faithful exhibition of the truth 
respecting Ged and man, oppose the 
existence of a broken heart. Man- 
kind in every age of the world, have 
manifested either direct or indirect 
opposition to the faithful exhibition of 
the whole truth, respecting God and 
themselves. And they have used all 
their subtlety in concealing the true 
cause of their opposition. The most 
successful and pernicious opposers of 
trutn have always pofessed to be actu- 
ated by the purest and highest regard 
for the honour aud glory of God. and 
the best good of mankind. The 
Scrihes and Pharisees were as noted 
for their prayers and other religious 
performances, as they were for their 
hatred and opposition to Christ for 
declaring the name of the Lord and 
the true character of man. They 
perseceted Christ and the apostles un- 
to death, because they told. them the 
whole truth respecting God and them- 
selves, and they professed to do it 
from the most pious and benevolent 
motives. But Christ who perfectly 
knew their hearts told them they ha- 
ted and opposed the light of divine 
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truth, because their hearts and deeds 
wereevil. The whole truth respecting 
God and man, brings into view all our 
obligations and all our sinfulness, and 
shows the absolute necessity of a bro- 
ken heart for sin in order to be saved. 
The secret of all opposition to truth, 
therefore, lies in opposition to the du- 
ties which result from it. This doc- 
trine Christ trequently taught, and it 
is agreeable to common observation. 
Who ever saw a person who had such 
a broken heart as has been described, 
deny or oppose the doctrine of divine 
decrees, the doctrine of election, the 
doctrine of reprebation, the doctrine 
of disinterested benevolence, the doc- 
trine of endless punishment, or any 
other of the essential truths of the 
scriptures? But those who deny the 
necessity and obligation of accepting 
the punishment of their iniquity,naust, 
to be consistent, deny and oppose all 
those truths from which this duty re- 
sults. This is not only assigning a 
sufficient cause for opposition to 
truth, but it is the only satisfactory 
and scriptural method of accounting 
for it. 

2. If a broken heart for sin is an 
essential preparation fer accepting and 
receiving the salvation of the gospel, 
then those impenitent sinners who 
think they should, with their present 
hearts, cheose to be in heaven rather 
than in hell, are grossly and danger- 
ously ignorant of God, of heaven, and 
of their own hearts. The rich man 
in hell did not express any desire to 
be taken to heaven, but only to have 
some alleviation to his torments. 
When the blindness and stupidity of 
sinners is removed, the most terrible 
and dreaded object in the universe is 
God himself; and the most hateful 
place to them is the heaven where his 
glory dwells. The truth respecting 
his existence, power, omnipresence, 
holiness, sovereignty, justice and ulti- 
mate design, fills them] with dismay, 
sorrow and despair. This infinite 
hatred of sin and sinners they see is 
exercised and aimed directly towards 
them. They feel that they are con- 
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| demned already, and that his wrath 


abideth on them. ‘They have no 


hope that his hatred of them can be 


turned into love while they remain 


' sinners; for his love of holiness must 


necessarily lead him to hate sin for 
what it is initself. They know they 


love their selfish interests supremely, 


for which God and all good beings 
ought to hate them, and do hate 
They know that God and all 
good beings love the general good of 
the universe supremely, which they 
see will destroy all their selfish inter- 


ests, and which they consequently 


hate with perfect hatred. And how 
can they bear the company of those 
whe love what they hate and hate 
what they love. The fellowship, the 
employments and enjoyments of the 
inhabitants of heaven, as they are 
described in the scriptures of divine 
truth, are the most hateful objects 
conceivable to every selfish heart. 
How loathsome to the damned must 
be those songs of praise in celebration 
ef the holiness, the sovereignty, the 
power, the vindictive justice and the 
special grace of God? How dreadful 
the omniscient eye of Christ would be 
to sinners in heaven? How painful 
the presence of the saints ef the most 
high God, whom they despised and 
hated,and persecuted on earth, where 
they had but little of the moral image 
ef God in comparison with what they 
will have in heaven? And oh! how 
terrible must be the presence of God 
to sinners when they see him as he is. 
They sometimes see so much ef God 
and their own hearts here, that they 
freely acknowledge they have no de- 
sire to go to heaven with their present 
hearts. Nothing but gross ignorance 
and stupidity leads any sinners to 
think they should be willing to dwell 
in heaven without a broken heart. 

3. If a broken heart will secure the 
divine favour, then all sinners are able 
and bound to secure the salvation ef 
their souls. This, sinners generally 
deny:and they have maintained a con- 
troversy with their Maker on this sub- 
ject ever since the first apostacy of 


mankind. God tells them they ought 
to love him supremely, and that the 
reason why they do not is because 
they will not; and they say the reason 
why they do not is only because they 
cannot, which they think is a good 
reason why they should not. God 
charges them with the blame of their 
destruction, and they charge it upon 
him, and justify and frequently pity 
themselves. Here is a direct and per- 
fect controversy between God and 
sinners, and the question is, whether 
they can and ought to submit to God, 
turn to him with supreme and joyful 
affection, and secure the salvation of 
their souls. They say they have not 
power enough to make themselves a 
new heart; and therefore excuse and 
justify themselves in refusing to do it. 
Though they make ten thousand oth- 
er excuses and objections, vet this is 
their most common, and they think, 
their most weighty plea, which they 
beldly and confidently make in self- 
defence. But in view of this subject, 
it is easy to see that it is totally 
groundless. The real difficulty is, 
they have too much strength. They 
are stout hearted, and their strength 
will most certainly prove their final 
and endless ruin, unless they are hum- 
bled by the irresistible power of divine 
grace. Christ has plainly teld them 
that they will net come to him that 
they may have life. But there is a 


| serious and alarming difficulty in the 


way of their salvation, which howev- 
er sinners are very unwilling to see 
and acknowledge. It is their supreme 
selfishness which nothing can over- 
come but the special grace of God. 
While this remains, they can find 
no heart to abase themselves to the 
place which they ought to take, and 
which they must take before they can 
ever receive or acceptof pardon. The 
truth is, the case of sinners is totally 
hopeless on the only ground, where 
they are willing to place their hopes; 
which is their selfish desires and in- 
tentions to secure their salvation. 
Their only ground of hope is in the 
unpromised mercy of God, who mav 
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sanctify and save them, or let them 
goon until they have filled up the 
measure of their sins, and then justly 
doom them to endless wo. Sinners 
deceive themselves when they per- 
suade themselves to believe they have 
done and are doing all they can to 
give up their hearts to God. If they 
would take an honest and sober view 
of themselves they would see they 
have done all they can to keep their 
hearts from him, and destroy them- 
selves for ever. They know they 
cannot love God supremely while they 
love themselves supremely; and yet 
they will not cease to be selfish. 





and Popery. 


trines of Popery you protest against; 
and what are the corresponding §arti- 
cles of your faith as a Protestant, for 
which you contend, as founded on the 
bible? 

A. They may be chiefly reduced 
to the nine following; there are be- 
sides many errors of a secondary na- 
ture, which will fall when these prin- 
cipal doctrines are overthrown. On 
these, therefore, it is needless to en- 
ter. 

Q. Let me hear your nine princi- 
ple points of Protestation against the 
church at Rome? 

A. I will endeavour to state them 


The way of transgressors is hard, for |, as briefly as I can, and refer you to 
they fight both against God and them- | the scriptures on which they are found- 


selves. They call inte requisition all 
their strength, courage and resolution, 
to resist the Holy Spirit, the veice of 
conscience and the voice of God. 
They are self-destroyers, self-murder- 


ers, and that FoR ETERNITY. 


<(6¢e> 
PROTESTANTISM AND POPERY. 


Question. What do you call your- 
self ? 

Answer. A Protestant. 

Q. What is a Protestant? 

A. A person who protests against 
Popery. 

Q. What is Popery? 

A. The religion of the church of 
Rome; the members of which oa 
called Catholics, or Papists from their | 
connexion with the Pope of Rome. 

Q. What is it to protest against Po- | 


pery? | 





| ed. 


Istly. I protest against the church 
of Rome, because she believes that 
the Pope of Rome is supreme head of 
Christ’s church on earth, and calls 
him Papa, Pope, or Father, contra- 
ry to these scriptures, (Matt. xxiii. 9. 
—Eph. i, 22, 23.—iv. 15.—Col. i 

8, 20.) While asa Protestant I 
believe from these very scriptures, 
that Christ alone is Head of his body 
the Church, both on earth and in 
heaven. 

IIndly. I protest against the church 
of Rome, because she believes, that 
besides the worship of God the Father, 
God the Son,and God the Holy Ghost, 
the three adorable persons of the Trin- 
| ity in one God, it is right to pray to 
| the Virgin Mary and saints, to whom 
more frequent addresses are made in 


| that church, than to almighty God; 


A. Solemnly to declare my disap- || and even to bow down before cruci- 


probation of the dectrines of Popery, | 


as not being according to godliness. 

Q. Why do you protest against the 
doctrines of Popery, and why do you | 
believe in those of the Protestant Re- | 
ligion? 


fixes, pictures, and relics, contrary to 
these scriptures, (Exod. xx. 3, 4.— 
Lev. xxxi. 1.—Deut. xxvii. 15.—Ps. 
xeviil, 7.—Jer. xliv. 16, 17, 25, 26, 
| 27.—Acts x. 25, 26.—Rev. xxii. 8.) 


While asa Pr otestant I believe from 


A. Because I cannot find the doc- | these very scriptures, that almighty 


trines of Popery in the sacred scrip- | 


tures, while those of the Protestant 
religion are all founded on the truths 


ments. 
Q. What are the principal doc- 








God has denounced the severest judge- 


| ments against bowing down before, or 
' paying any degree of adoration to any 
revealed in the Old and New Testa- | 


likeness of Him or of any of his crea- 
tures, or to the queen of heaven; com- 
manding us to worship Ged only as 
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Father, Son and Holy Ghost, three || fect; while from this truth alone, when 
persons as one God. ' grafted in the heart by the Holy Spir- 
Ildly. I protest against the church || it, and daily nourished there by the 
of Rome, because she teaches that her || same Spirit, good works must follow 
members ought not to exercise their || as its necessary and inseparable fruit. 
own judgement in matters of religion, || (See James ii. 17.) 
but to receive their doctrines from her, Vthly. I protest against the church 
and her traditions, which she om er of Rome, because she has appointed 
to be an infallible authority, although | the following five sacraments, viz:— 
at variance with the written word of || Confirmation, penance, extreme unc- 
God; on which account her. clergy || tion, holy orders, and matrimony; (in 
are very unwilling that their flocks || addition to baptism and the Lord’s 
should read the bible; contrary to these || supper, which were ordained by Christ 
scriptures, (Deut. xi. 18, 19.—Josh. | himself, thereby diverting the atten- 
vill. 84, 35.—Isaiah viii. 20.—Mark || tion of her members from these, to 
vii. 7, 9, 13.—Luke xii. 57.—John v. those of her own institution, which are 





39.—Acts xvii. 11.—2 Tim. iii. 14, |} not necessary to salvation, or com- 
15, 16, 17.—1 Johniv.1.) While as || manded as such in the scriptures; (see 
a protestant I believe, from these ve- || Matt. xv. 9.) While as a protestant I 
ry scriptures, that every follower of || believe, that two sacraments only are 
Jesus Christ is called upon to exer-|| generally necessary to salvation, viz: 
cise his own judgement on matters of || Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, both 
religion, and to examine diligently, || which are ordained by Christ himself. 
whether, what he depends on for the |! I am to be baptized,and after professing 
salvation of his soul is built upon the || my faithin Christ as my only Sav- 
word of God, called the bible, which || iour from the wrath to come, 1 am to 
we Protestants think ought to be in|! partake of the Lord’s Supper as a 
every person’s hands; and consider || pledge of his love to me, and a token 
to be the only sure rule of faith. of my love and obedience to him and 
IVthly. I protest against the church || his command: “Do this in remem- 
of Rome, because she believes that | brance of me.”’—See Matt. xxviii. 19. 
wretched sinners, such as we are, can}; Mark xvi, 15, 16.—Luke xxii. 19, 
do works meritorious in the sight of |) 20.) | 
God, and available for own justifica-}| Vithly. I protest against the church 
tion; as also that we can derive merit || of Rome, because she teaches the doc- 
from the intercession. of saints, and || trine of transubstantiation, by which 





works of supererogation, as well as 
from fasting, masses, pilgrimages, 
penances, and other ceremonies; there- 
by making the sufferings of Christ of 
none effect,contrary to these scriptures. 
(Job xxii. 2.—xxxv. 7.—Isaiah Ixy. 
6.—Matt. ix. 13.—Luke xvii. 10.— 
Rom. iil. 28.—iv. 3, 4.—xi. 35.— 
Gal. v. 4, 5, 6.—Eph. ii. 8, 9.—1 
John i. 7. While asa protestant I 
believe from these very scriptures, that 
Jesus Christ by his death on the cross, 
hath redeemed us from all our sins, and 
that faith in this truth, can justify a 
sinner before God;'and that to what 
Christ hath done and suffered, nothing 


of ours can be added as a ground of 
justification without destroying its ef- ! 


39 








her members are required to believe 
that the bread and wine are actual- 
ly changed at the time of consecra- 
tion into the body, blood, soul, and 
divinity of Christ; and to fall down 
before them and worship them as such; 
contrary to (John vi. 63.—1 Cor. x. 
14, 15, 16,17.) She likewise denies 
the cup to her laity, contrary te (Matt. 
XXVi. 27, 28.—1 Cor. xi. 23, 39. 

While as a protestant I believe, from 
all these seriptures, that this doctrine 
of transubstantiation is erroneous, and 
the worship of the host,jidolatrous; 
that every truly penitent and faithful 
follower of Jesus Christ, in the ordi- 
nance of the Lord’s Supper, spiritually 
eats the flesh of Christ and drinks his 
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blood, whereby he is made to dwell in 
Christ, and Christ in him; and that 
every individual ought to receive it in 
both kinds. 

Vilthly. I protest against the 
church of Rome, because she believes 
that repeating over prayers should be 
inflicted as a penance; and because 
her public worship is offered up in Lat- 
am, a language unknown to most of 
the congregation; so that it is impos- 
sible for them to join with their under- 
standing; contrary to (Matt. vi. 7.— 
Luke xi. 52.—John iv. 23, 24.—1 
Cor. xiv. 9, 15,16.) While as a prot- 
estant I believe, from these scriptures, 
that communion with the divine Being 
in prayer, is man’s great privilege, 
and should be always so conducted in 
public worship, that the congregation 
can join with their heart, and with 
their understanding, so as to worship 
God “in spirit and in truth.” 

Vilfthiy. I protest against the 
church of Rome, because she believes 
that pardon for sins past, present, and 
¢o come, may be sold by her clergy; 
and that it is in their power uncondi- 
¢ionally to grant such pardons for 
money; contrary to (Isaiah lv. 1.— 
Acts viii. 20.) While as a protestant 
f believe, that God in Christ alone ean 
pardon sin; which pardon the minis- 
ter may proclaim freely to every sin- 
ner on his heart-felt repentance for 


sin, lively faith in Christ, and steadfast | 


purpose to lead a new life; and that 
these will be the evidence afterwards, 
that the pardon so proclaimed has 
been effectual; (see Isaiah xliii. 25.— 
Jer. xxxiii. $8.—Matt.i. 21—John xx. 
22, 23.—Col. i. 14, 21, 22, 23.—1 
Peter ii. 24.—1 John i. 7, 9.) 
IXthly. I protest against the church 
of Rome, because she believes that 
there is a place for the soul between 
heaven and hell called purgatory; 
where purification from sin takes place, 
after the soul has left the body: and 
that it can be delivered from this place 
by prayers and masses said by the 
priest when duly paid for it, contrary 
to (Eccl. ix. 5, 6.—Luke xvi. 26.— 
John ix. 4.—Rev. xiv. 18.) While 
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as a protestant I believe trom these 
scriptures, that after death the depart- 
ed soul awaits the resurrection of the 
body in the very state of pardoned oy 
unpardoned sin in which it left the 
world, until the day of judgement; 
when both soul and body will be re- 
united, and censigned for ever to that 
state either of happiness or misery, 
which the scul has occupied in its de- 
parted state. 

Q. Is there any thing else you dis- 
like in Popery? | , 

A. Yes, several other points; but 
particularly the reckoning every one 
who does not submit to these errors, a 
heretic; and believing it to be right to 
persecute all such even unto death; 
notwithstanding which, I hope with 
St. Paul always to confess, “That af- 
ter the way which they call HERESY, 
so worship I the God of my fathers, 
believing all things which are written 
in the law and the prophets.—( Acts 
xxiv. 14.) 

Q. But how far will protesting 
against these doctrines of Popery, 
and repeating those of Protestants 
which you believe to be founded on 
| Scripture, be of advantage to your own 
|| religious improvement? 

A. It will be of no advantage to 
protest against the one, or to repeat 
the other, unless the doctrines which 
| I believe to be right, take such pos- 

session of my own heart, as to have 
an abiding influence on my life; for a 
|| knowledge of the right way, if neg- 
lected, will but increase my condem- 
nation.—Matt. xi. 21, 22. 
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For the Utica Christian Repository. 

SKETCH OF A YEAR’S PREACHING. 

Messrs. Editors,—l send you for 
jinsertion in the Repository, if you 
think proper, the following sketch of 
, my preaching during the past year. 
| It has been a time of more than ordi- 
nary religious excitement among the 
|people where I preach, and of the 
hopeful conversion of some. This 
work I have endeavoured to ad- 
vance, by such means as were, in 
'my judgment, hest adapted to pro- 
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pote a revival of true religion. My | 
views on the subject of revivals accord | 
with those of Edwards, Brainerd, and | 
Bellamy, whose writings | study fre- | 


quently, and with much satisfaction. / 


And yet, from some circumstances, I | 
have reason to believe that [ have | 
been extensively represented, by those | 
who have seldom heard me, as un-| 
friendly to revivals, and as contribu- | 
ting to hinder the progress of the | 
work by dwelling almost wholly up- 
on doctrinal subjects, to the exclusion | 
of practical ones, and treating them 

in a dry, abstract manner, addressed 

wholly to the understanding, and not | 
at all to the conscience or the heart. 
These charges I consider as unfound- 
ed and injurious; and [ think they 
would never be made or believed by | 
any candid persons who had the | 
means of judging. The following ac- 
count will furmish those means, as far | 
asa brief sketch can furnish them. | 
And if any reader, after he has gone 
through the list, should think there is 
any subject which is important for 
promoting a revival, which has been 
here omitted, he will confer a favour 
by pointing it out. In my Visits from 
house to house, (of which I have 
made as many as would average four 
to every family of the congregation, ) 
I have endeavoured to present the 
same views as in my _ preaching. 












er, is to be accounted for, partly trom 
the habit of preaching two sermons 
from a text on the Sabbath, and part- 
ly from some interruptions of my la- 
bours, from causes not necessary to be 
mentioned. Those marked as repeat- 
ed were preached in different districts. 
They are arranged as they were 
preached, beginning Sept. 18, 1825. 


No.1. Watchmanywhat of the night? 

The following are indications of 
danger, in this time of darkness: So 
few give the gospel a candid hearing; 
there are so few faithful preachers, 
compared with what are needed; mo- 
tives of interest are urged, rather than 
motives of duty; professors of religion 





That the number of texts is no 
| 











are little disposed to discriminate; ma- 
ny of them fellowship the advocates o1 
error; fundamental errors abound; 
professed christians try to please men; 
discipline is neglected; professors are 
worldly minded; secret prayer is neg- 
lected; sins of the tongue prevail; sin- 


ners grow hardened and _ stupid 
under preaching; the watchmen ap- 
pear to be slumbering; professed 


christians who know these things 
are not alarmed. What ought to be 


done? Professed christians ought to 
inquire into the dangers of the 


time; they ought to examine wheth- 
er their state of feeling dees not afford 
sround of alarm respecting their per- 
sonal character; they ought to repent 
and reform; to get their hearts deeply 
affected with these things; to ery to 
God for help; to speak often one to 
another; to be united in their efforts; 
to strengthen the hands of faithfui 
ministers; to instruct the young; to 
guard against the encroachments or 
error; not to conceal their attachment 
to the truth; to avoid flattery in reli- 
gious matters; to give the truth its 
proper influence over their conduct; 
and to keep God before their eyes; 
sinners ought to be thankful to those 
who are willing to deal honestly and 
faithfully with them; and to realize 
that their own danger is continually 
increasing. 

2. They hated me without a cause. 

It is evident that sinners hate Christ; 
for, they do not act from the same 
motives that he did; nor pursue the 
same object; nor obey his precepts; 
nor love his doctrines; nor submit to 
his government; nor accept of his of- 
fers of mercy; and the scriptures de- 
clare it expressly. They have no 
cause to hate him, for his character, 
which is holy; nor for seeking his Fa- 
ther’s glory; nor for his precepts, 
which are right; nor for his doctrines, 
which are honourable to God; nor for 
requiring them to submit to his gov- 
ernment, which is infinitely wise and 
good; nor for his offers of mercy, for 
they are guilty and miserable. It is 
for his goodness that they hate him; 
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‘this, in order to know that there is « 
proves them enemies to goodness; |! God; that he is worthy of our respect 
they must be born again; they de-j) and esteem; a proper object of wor- 
serve to perish; they will be con- |) ship; of trust; of submission; it fur- 
demned by themselves, and by all || nishes encouragement to the use of 
good beings for ever. ; means; the knowledge of it tends to 

3. The Son of man is come to save |; convince sinners of their character 
that which was lost. i and state; of the unreasonableness of 

Sinners are in a lost state; for, they |j their opposition to God; and of the 
are totally depraved; under the curse || necessity of immediate submission to 
of the law; and of the gospel; God is || God; the way of salvation must be 
angry with them every day; they are | known, in order to the exercise of 
opposed to the way of salvation; they || saving faith, which is a cordial ac- 
have no evidence that they shall ever ;| quiescence in the way of salvation by 
be converted; God has determined to |) Christ. Jt is very ungrateful not to 
destroy some, for the glory of his jus- } thank God for making known the 
tice. But there is a remedy provided |! mystery of his will; it is a dictate of 
for them: Christ has died to make | benevolence that we should try to 
atonement; a pardon is offered, on || make it known; it proves a want of 
practicable conditions; they snianitbill; benevolence if we reject it, or if we 
commanded, and entreated to turn and | do not take satisfaction in it; what 
live; if they do turn, they will be kept | must professors of religion think of 
by the power of God. Sinners have || themselves, if they haye no delight in 
reason to tremble, in view of their lost || i ) 


this is unreasonable and wicked, and It 
| 

















| It? not to preach it, shows a want of 
state, and their indisposition to avail |! benevolence; it is ground of alarm, 
themselves of the remedy provided; ! that it is no more made known; if any 
christians have reason to tremble for || plead it as an excuse for idleness, it 
them, to pray for them, and use all the || betrays their love of idleness; those re- 
means of God’s appointment, for their |) ligious affections which have no re- 
salvation. | spect to it, ought to be distrusted. Do 
4. Having made known unto us the || we delight in this expression of the di- 
mystery of his will, according to his vine benevolence? 
good pleasure, which he hath purposed 3. Fast day. Andit came to pass, 








i! 
| 
in himseés. | 


The mystery of God’s will, or his 
purpose respecting the redemption of 
sinners by Jesus Christ, includes, the 
fall of men, that they might be objects 
of mercy; that Christ should come in- 
to the world, of the predicted stock; 
at the predicied time, and place; the 
manner of his life; his treatment from 
men; his death; the individuals to be 
redeemed; their conversion, and _per- 
severance in holiness; the individuals 
not to be redeemed, with their charac- 


ter and end; the circumstances of the | 


church in all ages; the character and 
state of the angels, both good and bad; 
and thus, it is connected with all 
events that cometo pass. It is an ex- 
pression of the divine benevolence to 
make known to us the mystery of his 
will, because, it is necessarv to know 





when I heard these words, that I sat 
lown and wept, and mourned certain 
days, and fasted, and prayed before 
| the Godof heaven. 

W hat are suitable occasions of fast- 
|ing and prayer? ‘Times of temporal 





calamities; of religious declension; of 
abounding iniquity; and when any 


| great favours are desired. It is suita- 
ble on such occasions to set apart days 
| of fasting and prayer, because we are 
| sinners; sin is the procuring cause of 
divine judgments; it stands in the 
way of the bestowment o/ great favours; 
such observance tends to prepare us 
for the reception of favours; and 
prayer has a prevailing influence to 
obtain them. ‘The present is a time 
which calls for fasting and prayer; let 
us look into our own heartss at the 
low state of the church; at sinners 
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round us; and at the honour of God. 
9. And I willbe honoured upon Pha- 
-aoh,and upon all his hosts; that the E- 
gyptians may know that Iamthe Lord. 
What did God do te the Egyptians? 
He brought them into existence; made 
them capable of endless happiness or 
misery; made them rational and ac- 
countuble beings; gave them com- 
mands, which it was their duty to obey, 
but which it appears he intended they || 
should not obey, and, as he gays, har- | 
dened their hearts, that they should | 
not obey them; he presented Bates 
to them to pursue the Israelites; and || 
hardened their hearts that they might 
follow aiter them into the sea, where 
he destroyed them, cutting them off 
in their sins,and sending them to hell. 
The reason God assigned for treating 
them as he did, was not the promo- 
tion of the holiness or happiness of the 
Egyptians; 1 of other creatures; nor 
of himself; but that the Egyptians 
might know that he is the Lord. 
This was an important reason, be- 
cause it was important that they 
should have honourable thoughts of 
God; that they might for ever feel 
their obligation to love God, for doing 
right in his treatment of them; their 
obligation to submit to his treatment 
of them; that they might have clear 
views of the excellence of holiness, 
and the evil of sin; and that they 
might feel self-condemned for ever. 
We see the mistake of supposing that | 
God makes the happiness of creatures 
his great object in all he does; the 
mistake of st upposing that happiness 
is the only thing desirable for its own 
sake; holiness is desirable, the exer- 
cise and display of divine justice is de- 
sirable; we :cannot resist the conclu- 
sion that God treats others as he did 
the Egyptians, and for the same rea- 
son. It was also important that the 
Israelites should know that God is the 
Lord, and he commanded them to 
teach their children these things, for 
that purpose. It is an error to sup 
pose that the only design of preaching 
is to save souls, it is to let all see that 
God is the Lord; when it does that, it 
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does goed; we should desire and pray 
for revivals, that men may know that 
God is the Lord, and not merely that 
| souls may be saved; sinners should be 
directed to submit to God, and leve 
him, which is a greater duty than that 
of seeking their own salvation; it will 
be idderabe to the wicked in hell, 
| to feel that God deserves their esteem 
for his treatment of them; are we wil- 
‘ling to be in God’s hands, and to let 
_him treat us as he did the Egyptians, 
if he sees best sotodo? De we take 
sides with God, or with the Egyp- 
me 
No man repented kim of his 
wee aioe saying, what have I done? 

Sinners do. not inquire what they 
have done; because, they love to think 
well of sleemnealvess of their state; to 
pursue their own gratification; and be- 
cause real religion is. unpleasant to 
them. They ought to inquire; _be- 
cause, unless they do, they will be 
likely to deceive themselves respect- 
ing their character; and their state; 
they will not repent; but will continue 
to sin; they will remain unawakened, 
and perish; and because Ged requires 
it. What have they done? They . 
have not liked to retain God in their 
knowledges lived without prayer; re- 
fused to seek his glory; lived to them- 
selves; not been solicitous for the sal- 
vation of others; disregarded the Sab- 
bath; disregarded the welfare of their 
own souls; not improved the bible; 
nor other means of instruction; have 
exposed themselves to the wrath and 
curse of God; and have rejected the 
Lord Jesus Christ. What will be the 
end of these things? What ought 
christians to do? 

8. [-xtemporary remarks on Isui- 
ahi. The sinner’s forgetfulness of 
God; his increasing guilt, under mer- 
cies and judgments; God’s feelings 
towards his religious performances, 
Direct him to cease to do evil, and 
learn to do well; with promises to the 
obedient, and threatnings to the diso- 
bedient. 

9. Ye ask, and receive not, because 
ye ask amiss. 
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We ask amiss, when we ask with- 
out a real and earnest desire; without 
a sense of our unwerthiness; without 
repentance; without faith in Christ; 
without a sense of our dependence on 
God; when we ask for improper things; 
or for proper things for an improper 
purpose; when we ask without s@®mis- 
sion to God; without using proper ar- 
guments, such as the scripture sainis | 
used; without faith in God, confidence | 
in his wisdom and goodness; without 
persevering importunity; and without || 
corresponding exertions. We have } 
reason to believe that this is the rea- 
son why we do not receive, from the 
instances recorded in scripture of the 
efficacy of prayer; from the divine 
promises; because the prayers which 
are not made amiss have for their ul- 
timate object the same great end that 
God is pursuing; and from the declar- 
ation in the text. It is unreasonable 
to expect to receive while we ask 
amiss; because, God would thus dis- 
honour himself; sacrifice his glory; 
the good of the universe; act contrary 
to his own pertections, and declara- 
tions; take sides with his enemies; sub- 
ject himself to the caprice of “their 
wicked feelings and desires; and act 
contrary to the wishes of all good be- 
ings. All the prayers of the wicked 
are made amiss; most of what is called 
prayer is an abomination to God; there 
1s no reason to be surprised that there 
are so few answers to prayer. All 
men ought to pray, and topray aright. 

10. Preparatory. Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to 
another. 


Members of the church ought to | 


maintain an intimate christian inter- 
course with each other. [t may be 
done, by religious conversation when 
they meet; by visiting each other for 
religious conversation and prayer; by 
attending all the meetings of the church; 
by attending neighbourhood meetings; 
and by keeping up conference meet- 
ings. It would promote unity of senti- 
ment; brotherly love; unityof action; un- 
son in prayer; growth in grace; the ad- 
vancement of religion; and it would 














meet the divine approbation. We see 
why arevival of religion is promoted by 
such things; v: hy a revival promotes this 
intercourse; we see the wisdom of our 
Saviour’s direction in the 18th of Mat- 
thew; we see the evil of individuals 
withdrawing from the meetings of the 
church; and the evil of members not 


| consulting the wishes and feelings of 
‘each other, when duty does not for- 


bid. Wesmay judge of the state of 
| religion in ourselves and others, by 
the disposition manifested in relation 
to this subject. 

11. He that overcometh shail in- 
herit all things. 

The christian has to contend, against 
the wiles of the devil; the arts and op- 
position of wicked men; against false 


| professors; against error; and against 


his own selfish feelings and animal 
appetites. He must contend, not with 
self- -dependence; nor wit 
spirit; but with a hearty love of holi- 
ness, and hatred of sin, with good 
will to others; with supreme regard to 
God, and his glory; with repentance, 
submission, and self-denial; in the use 
of the scriptures; with watchfulness 
and prayer; with persevering obedi- 
ence to God’s commands, and with 
trust in the Lord. The promise that 
he shall inherit atl things, does net 
imply an exemption from sufferings in 
this life; nor that all things shall come 
under his control; nor that, for every 





selfish good given up, a greater selfish 


good will be obtained; but it is fulfill- 
ed in his actually enjoying all the 
good of others which he sees; and in 
seeing all the evil wiich exists made 
the means of good. We see how any 
one saves his life, by losing it for 
Christ’s sake; we see the folly of in- 
dulging a selfish spirit, it is the way 
to lose all, and be overcome; how 
great is the blessedness of those that 
overcome, all the good in the universe 
is their’s; the saints have encourage- 
ment to persevere, even if the whole 
world is against them; let sinners cast 
off their allegiance to the great adver- 
sary, and engage in the christian con- 
flict; what does the wicked one 
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promise your “The wages of sin is 
death.” 

12. Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven. 

It is important that christians should 
so conduct, as to exhibit the most con- 
vincing evidence of the reality and ex- 
cellence of the religion of the gospel, 
in order to do honour to God; to save 
souls; to stimulate others te duty; and 
promote their own growth ip grace. 
In order to do this, they must be poor 
in spirit; mourn for sin; be meek; hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness; be 
merciful; pure in heart; peace makers; 
ready to suffer persecution for right- 
cousness’ sake; do gnd teach the com- 
mandments; use thé language of plain, 
simple truth, without useless exple- 
tives; return good for evil; be disin- 
terested; seek not wealth; but trust in 
God; avoid those that teach error, and 
express a good opinion of others only 
when they give evidence by their 
fruits. We see the importance of the 
church; of membership in it; of its 
discipline; and of its members speak- 
ing often one to another. 

13. Except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 
case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Extemporary description of the 





righteousness of the Scribes and Phari- | 


sees,and the necessity of a better shown. 

14. They are all gone aside. 

Sinners are to blame, not for any 
defect in the natural constitution of 
soul or body; nor for the sin of Adam; 
nor for any thing that God does; nor 
for any thing that Satan does; nor for 
any thing involuntary; but solely for 
their voluntary selfishness. And 
though every sinner is not to blame in 
the same degree, yet every sinner is 
to blame for every thing that he has 
voluntarily done, as appears from 
scripture declarations. How guiliy 
and deplorable is their condition; and 
how important that christians should 
pray for them. 





15. That every mouth may be 
stopped. 

In order that every mouth may be 
stopped, it is necessary that it should 
be seen, that God is a proper object 
of supreme regard; that it is our duty 
to exercise disinterested benevolence 
towards ourselves and our fellow crea- 
tures; that God has given men all the 
powers necessary to complete moral 
agency; that he Has given the heathen 
sufficient means of knowing that he is 
God; that his word is capable of being 
understood; that those who have the 
bible, have a fair opportunity to se- 
cure the salvation of their souls; that 
the punishment of the wicked is no 
greater than they deserve; and that 
every event which takes place is such 
as infinite wisdom and goodness re- 
quires it should be. Every mouth 
will be stopped, because al] these 
things will be seen. This subject dis- 
covers the errors of Universalists, An- 
tinomians, Arminians, and Semi-Cal- 
Vinists; it shows, that the scheme of 
those called Hopkinsian Calvinists, is 
the only scheme that will stop every 
mouth; it shows the necessity of hav- 
ing people instructed in the points in 
which all those systems differ from 
the truths. preaching the doctrines in 
a general and indefinite manner, with- 
out making distinctions, will never so 
instruct people as to stop every mouth; 
it is a mistake to suppose we can be 
very good christians, and yet know 
little or nothing of the gospel system, 
and never understand how or why 
God is right and the wicked wrong; 
how foolish it is to indulge in making 
objections now, which will not stand; 
how dangerous it is to listen to them; 
and how important that every sinner 
should now cordially justify God and 
condemn himself, that he may obtain 
mercy. | 

16. I beheld the transgressors, and 
was grieved; because they kept not 
thy word. 

Good men have to behold trans- 
gressors of various sorts; the openly 
vicious; those who treat all religion 


‘with indifference: those who attend 
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upen the externals of it; those who 
embrace errors; those who trust in a 
false experience; and those who are 
convinced of the truth, and will not 
obey it. It grieves good men to be- 
hold them, because the law of God is 
right, and ought to be obeyed; God is 
worthy to be loved and honoured; 
they make light of Christ; they de- | 
stroy their own souls; they destroy the |, 
souls of others. Then, christians are 
grieved when they think of their own 
transgressions; they ought to be care- 
ful not to strengthen the hands of trans- 
PTeSSOFS} and they ought to cry 
unto God without ceasing, in their || 
behalf. 

17. Thanksgiving. Offer unto God 
thanksgiving. 

We are indebted to God for al 
those blessings which are enumerated 
in the proclamation for observing this 
day;, for health, plenty, commercial 
prosperity, progress of internal im- 
provements, liberty, peace, useful 
knowledge, and religious instruction. 
Gratitude for tnese blessings would 
show itself, in a proper care of our 
health, avoiding all intemperate eating 
and drinking; in avoiding those sins 
which are the usual attendants on 
commercial prosperity, pride, show, 
and extravagance; gratitude for the 
completion of our great channels of in- 
ternal communication, would not lead 
to boast of them, nor to the violation 
of the Sabbath upon them; gratitude 
for liberty and peace would lead to re- 
press party spirit, and cultivate the 
Spirit of peace; gratitude for the means 
of useful knowledge ard religious in- 
struction would lead to improve them, 
that we may know and serve God bet- 
ter. We have reason to think our 
guilt is rapidly increasing, by the abuse 
of our multiplied blessings, and to look 
for the’ ‘judgments of heaven, if we 
do not repent and reform. 

18. He would fain flee out of his 
hand. 

Sinners wish to get out of God’s 
hand, when he is chastising them; 
when under conviction; when urged 
°o immediate submission: when com- 
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|| manded to yield holy obedience with- 
out delay; and when they are antici- 
pating the day of judgment. It is 
unreasonable to wish it; for, God is 
our Maker; he knows what is bests; he 
is able to do what is best with us; and 
‘he is inclined to do it, and will not 
fail In view of this subject, it ap- 
| pears to be unreasonable and wicked 
'to dislike the doctrine of election and 
_ reprobation, the doctrine of the univer- 
sal ageney of God, the doctrine of 
eal ional submission to God; and 
| the doctfine of disinterested benevo- 
| lence, for it is all an expression of un- 
ae to be in God’s hands. 
How happy are those who are wil- 
ling to be in God’s hands; and how 
wretched is the case of those who are 
i unwilling. Are we willing to be in 
God’s hands? To be willing or un- 
willing, constitutes the grand difference 
|| between saints and sinners. Let sin- 
| ners repent and submit. 
| 19. Oh that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
that I might weep day and night for 
the slain of the daugter of my peo- 
ple! 

Many things take place among 
professors of religion, in a time of de- 
clension, which are matter of lamen- 
tation: Some lose their sense of the 
reality of invisible things, God, his ho- 
liness, the evil of sinning against him, 
his power to punish, his universal pre- 
sence,the solemnities of the great day, 
the deplorable condition of sinners, 
and their obligations to regard them 
with compassion; some become world- 
ly minded; some abuse the good things 
of providence; some indulge in levi- 
ty; some forsake the society of seri- 
ous christians; and choose the un- 
godly for their associates; some imbibe 
very loose ideas of the holiness of the 
Sabbath; some indulge themselves in 
evil speaking, and in unkind feel- 
ings towards others; and some become 
indifferent to divine truth, and lose 
their respect for the scriptures. These 
things are matter of lamentation, be- 
cause they are contrary to- the com- 
mands of God; they are violations 
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ef the solemn covenant into which ) dash them in pieces like a potter’s 
christians have entered; it has a dread- || vessel. 

ful effect upon themselves; it tends to || I:xtemporary. Reasons for believing, 
weaken the hands of ministers, and to || that error and wickedness will yet 
hinder the success of the gospel; it has |! greatly increase, before the millenium; 
a dreadful effect upon their fellow chris- || and that the great mass of mankind 
tians; it tends to make men believe |! will not be converted, but will be de- 
there is no reality in religion; to con- 
firm the prejudices which are enter- 
tained against the truth; to train up 
the rising generation to pursue the same 
course; to confirm older and more 
hardened sinners; to increaseall ungod- 





| God Almighty. And what christians 
and others ought to de, in view of 
these things. 


22. Funeral. Man goeth to his 
long a and the mourners go about 


: vent a revival of religion; 
liness; to prevent é g the strecte. 


to provoke God to send judgments; 
and it does great dishonour to God. 
How lamentable is the state of things 
among us; how desirable is a revival 
of religion; how little reason there is 
to expect it; how probable that sinners 
among us will go tc destruction; and 
how probable that the light of the gos- 
pel here will be put out. Let every 
one ask, what have I done? 

20. We looked for peace, but no 
good came; and for a time of health, 
and behold trouble! 

Sinners are expecting good, from 
their not being so bad as others; from 
their prayers and attendance on the 
means of instruction; from the pray- 
ers of christians; from the sentiments 
they embrace; from their geod resolu- 
tions; and from revivals of religion. 
Yet, they are liable to be disappoint- 
ed: others have been; they have been || 
heretofore; their present charaeter is || hosts. 
one to which no good is promised; If we wish to turn efiectually, we 
they are under condemnation and || ought to consider our obligations to 
wrath; God has determined to destroy || Gods to each other; to the church at 
some, for the glory of his justice; the || large; to sinners around us; to our- 
reasons why they expect good are not || selves; and to posterity; we ought to 
sufficient to secure it; and God de-|| consider the great evil of sin; the 
clares that the expectation of the wick- || mournful effects our sins are now pro- 
ed shall perish. It is unkind to en- || ducing; we ought to examine ourselves, 
courage sinners in groundless expec- || and pray God to search us; we ought 
tations; it isimportant that they should || to repent of all our sins, and reform. 
be made to know and feel their true || A sincere return would manifest itself, 
situation, and turn to God. by confession of sins; by watchtulness; 

21. Ask of me, and F shall give || by inquiring what can be done to stop 
thee the heathen for thine inheritance, || the evils which our sins are producing; 
und the uttermost parts of the earth || by watching over one another; by én- 
for thy possession. Thou shalt break || deavouring to reclaim suchvas are out 
them with a rod of iron: thou shalt lof the way; by endeavouring to con- 


It is a solemn thing to die, because 
it will put an end to all the tender ties 
of kindred and affection which subsist 
here; it will put an end to all our 
worldly schemes; to all our opportuni- 
ties of doing good in this world; to 
our period of probation; it will intro- 
duce us into an untried state of exist- 
ence; it will prove an awful disap- 
pointment to many; it will introduce 
us into the immediate presence of God, 
whether reconciled to him or not; we 
shall then find the bible true, in the 
views it gives us of God and man, 
and of the final state of the wick- 
ed. How important it is to be pre- 
pared for death; how affecting it is to 
see so many making no preparation. 

“Oh that they were wise,” & 


23. Return unto me, and I will re- 
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stroyed in the battle of the great day of 


turn unto you, saith the Lord of 
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vince the impenitert; seeking to dis- 
charge every duty; distrusting our- 
selves; receiving reproof with meek- 
ness and thankfulness; receiving inju- 
rious treatment with patience; by a 
ereater love of religious meetings, and 
religious conversation; a greater love 
of prayer; and a greater love of the 
scriptures. A sincere return would be 
productive of happy consequences; 
we should obtain forgiveness; give glo- 
ry to God; enjoy communion with 
him; help our brethren; promote the 
beauty and strength of the church; in- 
crease its influence; obtain blessings 
from God on those around us; _ be like- 
ly to prolong the existence of the church 
in this place; promote the salvation of 
our children, and of those we have 
helped to harden, or prepare the way 
for God to be more glorified in their 
destruction. How great is the evil of 
backsliding; how necessary that back- 
sliders should be cut off, if they will 
not return; how true it is that most 
professors of religion deserve eternal 
damnation, more than sinners in gen- 
eral; if sinners will live on the faults 
of professors, they can always tind 
enough; if those who are converted 
wait to find a faultless church, they 
will never join any. We can account 
for it that so many turn feignedly, they 
do not consider the things they ought; 
we can account for it that apparent 
reformations are so short lived; and 
that preaching appears to do hearers 
so little good. 

24, Every tree that bringeth not 


forth good fruit, is hewn down, and 


cast into the fire. 

It is proper that sinners, after God 
has waited upon them a_ suitable 
time, should be cut down, and cast 
into hell; for they are fit for no 
other place. Not fit for heaven, to 
enjoy God, to enjoy the society of 
Saints and angels, and to join in their 
employments; their temper-is contra- 
ry toall. They are not fit to live in 


this world; they do not fill as they 


ought any of the relations of life; they 
abuse the bounties of providence; 
abuse the blessings of the gospel: all 
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they dois sin. ‘They are fit for heil, 
for they possess the same temper of 
mind that its inhabitants possess; they 
yield themselves to the influence of 
the great adversary; they deserve the 
wrath and curse of God; and they are 
of such a temper as must be unhappy, 
in any part of the universe. It is won- 
derful that sinners are spared; wen- 
derful that God should save any; if he 
does, it is right that he should save 
whom he will; how necessary is a 
change of heart. How is it with you? 
Are you fit for any thing, but to be 
cut down, and be cast into hell? what 
else have you reason to expect? 

25. Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and let him return unto the Lord. and 
he will have mercy upon him, and to 
ovr God, for he will abundantly par- 
don. 

The way of the wicked is, to live as 
if there were no God; to live in the vi- 
olation of the divine law; and to live 
in the rejection of the gospel of Christ. 
Their thoughts are, that God will not 
punish; that they do not deserve to be 
punished for ever; and that the suffer- 
ings they endure in this life are hard, 
and undeserved. ‘they ought to for- 
sake these things; for, they are wrong; 
they are the way to destroy themselves: 
to destroy others; God requires it; 
Christ has died, to open a door of par- 
doning mercy. If they would forsake 
them, they wovld do honour to God; 
become objects of complacency to God; | 
prepare themselves fur heaven; and 
help to prepare others. We have oc- 
casion for thankfulness that we are out 
of hells sinners have reason to fear 
that they shall yet be lost; there is no 
obstacle in their way but their own per- 
verse will; why will ye die? What 
reason there is to fear that many pro- 
fessors of religion are wicked men, 
when they walk in the same way, and 
indulge the same thoughts? 

26. Lord, who hath believed our 
report? 

It has been reported to you, that 
God is worthy of your supreme affec- 
tion, and entire confidence: that he is 
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a righteous moral Governor, and treats || ust still: and he which is filthy, let 
mankind as moral agents, accountable || him be filthy still. ; 
for their conduct; that mankind are in Every impenitent sinner has great 
a state of apostacy from God; that for || reason to fear that he shall continue so, 
their supreme selfishness God hates || and be lost. The bible represents 
the wicked, and is angry with them || that few are saved; we see but few 
every day; that he has provided a/|| give evidence of being christians by 
way of reconciliation through Christ, || their life; no dependance is to be pla- 
and made offers of mercy; that it now || ced on a death bed repentance; in- 
depends on your own choice whether || dulgence in sin tends to harden still 
you shall be saved or lost; that when |] more; the sinners heart is entirely op- 
these offers are made, sinners all re- |) posed to that in which salvation con- 
fuse; that God is not under obligation || sists; the influence of one sinner on 
to any one to make him willing; that |! another is great; the influence of false 
he does not intend to make all willing; || professors tends to destroy others; the 
and that the patience of God towards || influence of real christians is, too much 
the rejectors of the gospel will not last | of it, of the same tendency; Satan is 
long. Many things hinder this report || ever ready to suggest things which 
from being believed; sinners lovethem- || shut out the gospel; few give the gos- 
selves supremely; they love the grati- || pel a candid hearing; many believe 
fications of time and sense; they yield | and propagate soul ruining errors; 
themselves to the influence of the great || God does not intend to save the great 
adversary; they do not love the Sav- || mass of sinners, he intends to fulfil his 
iour; they are displeased with the terms || own declarations; life is short, and 
of salvation; they encourage one anoth- | sinners are dying continually. How 
er in sin; they are so fickle minded; | lamentable is the case of sinners; how 
it gives them pain to think of these | lamentable is the conduct of profes- 
things; many cry peace to them; ma-|| sors. Where are you? are you not in 
ny give them wrong directions; they | a great measure, fitted for destruction? 
see many who profess religion re- || How long have you done nothing but 
ject this report; they see many sin? 
who profess to believe it live as|) 29. Paul was pressed in spirit, 
though they believed it net; they are || and testified to the Jews that Jesus 
not aware how near their end is; || was Christ. 
they will not believe it on the clearest || Paul was pressed in spirit to testify 
evidence. How just will be the ever- | that Jesus was Christ; in doing which, 
lasting condemnation of sinners; how |, he showed that a Saviour was needed, 
great is the guilt of those who hinder || because mankind are sinners, totally 
others from believing the report of the |) depraved; that external observances 
gospel, and how important that sinners || were insufficient to procure pardon; that 
should avoid them. What are we do- || Christ died torender it consistent for 
ing to hinder the report of the gospel! God to show mercy; that men are justi- 
from being believed? fied by his blood thre’ repentance and 
27. This is a faithful saying, || faith; that the only ground of hope that 
and worthy of ali acceptation, that || any would accept of offered mercy, was 
Christ Jesus came into the world|| God’s determination to make some 
to save sinners; of whom I am} willing; that a holy life is the proper 
chief. evidence of our being justified; that 
Extemporary remarks on the way || professors need to take heed lest they 
of salvation through the atoning blood || draw back unto .perdition; and that 
of Christ, and its suitableness to the |} sinners by delay were exposed to im- 
chief of sinners; with exhortations to || mediate destruction. He felt pressed 
embrace it, without delay. to testify these things, by his obliga- 
28. He that is unjust, let himbe un- || tiens to God; to Christ; to his coun- 
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trymen, whom he saw dreadfully har- 
dened; by a sense of the destruction 
they were bringing upon themselves; 
upon their children; a sense of the 
evil of sin; a lively view of the glories 
of heaven; a solemn sense of the short- 
ness of life; and of the judgment to 
come. Have we embraced the gospel 
which Paul preached? Ought we not 
to feel pressed in spirit, by the same 
considerations, to testify these things 
to our countrymen? 

30. Knowing therefore the terror 
of the Lord, we persuade men. 

Men are to be persuaded, to con- 
sider their ways; how dangerous is 
their condition; how guilty they are; 
their obligations to God; to become 
reconciled to God; to submit them- 
selves to God; to repent of their sins; 
to believe in Christ; to make the law 
of God tbeir rule; to be in constant 
readiness to die, and appear before 
God. God is terrible to the wick- 
ed, for his emniscience; his holiness; 
kis power; his immutability; his uni- 
versal decrees, and agency; for ma- 
king his own glory his great end; for 
providing an atonement which shows 
sin to be so great an evil; for his sove- 
reignty; for the judgments which he 
has executed; for his threatenings; for 
his promises to his church, which in- 
volve the destruction of their enemies; 
for the day of judgment; for the retri- 
butions of eternity; and for his right 
to cut down the sinner when he plea- 
ses. The terrors of the Lord ought 
to be exhibited in order to persuade 
men, because, they are so stupid that 
nothing else is likely to do it effectual- 
ly; so self-righteous that nothing else 
is likely to convince them; they are 
not likely to feel their obligations to 
an unknown God; nor to become rec- 
onciled to an unknown God; not like- 
Jy to repent of sin, while they know 
not its nature, nor its extent, nor its 
desert; not likely to believe in Christ, 
while they know not their need of 
him; not likely to make the law of 
Godj their rule, while ignorant of it; 
sinners are usually awakened, con- 
victed, and converted, in view of some 
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f of the terrors of the Lord; Christ, ane 
| the apostles, and prophets exhibited 
| the terrors of the Lord; and ministers 


are commanded to declare all the 
counsel of God. ‘Those ministers who 
exclude the terrors of the Lord from 
their preaching, are not likely to per- 
suade men to do what they must do to 
be saved; they may persuade them to 
do many things which they may do 
and be lost. Those who exclude the 
terrors of the Lord from their consid- 
eration, are acting a very foolish part; 


| it will not alter their nature. Those 
| who are not willing to hear the ter- 


rors of the Lord, are not willing to 


' have the most likely means used with 


them for their salvation. Sinners re- 


| ally awakened, are distressed by the 


terrors of the Lord, and yet are dis- 
posed to hear them, that they may 
know the worst of their case. Some 
who are not awakened, are disposed to 
hear them, as the most likely way to 
be awakened, converted and saved. 
How criminal must we be, if we know 
the terrors of the Lerd, and yet con- 
'ceal them; or, if we do things to pre- 
;vent others from considering them. 
How dreadfully hard is the heart of 
the awakened sinner, who dares to go 
on in his rebellion. 

31. Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit. 

A religious experience, in order to 
be genuine, must be according to the 





' 


' scriptures; because these furnish the 


| 


most clear and correct information 
respecting the character of God; the 
character of man; the way of salva- 
tion by Christ; they are the rule of 
| faith and practice; and by them we 
shall be judged in the great day. A 
genuine experience, then, will lead us, 
to treat the scriptures with reverence; 
and to take great delight in them, as 
did the scripture saints. It will ac- 
cord with what the scriptures say, of 
total depravity, unconditional submis- 
sion, unlimited self-denial, humility, 
watchfulness, prayer, concern for oth- 
ers, perseverence in holy obedience, 
and joy in the absolute sovereignty 
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and universal government of God. Is | 
our experience such? Do these scrip- | 
tures express our feelings? | 

32. Preparatory. ‘he children of | 
this world are in their generation 
wiser than the children of light. 

The children of this world pursue 
their object with greater zeal and dil- 
igence; take more pains to adapt the 


means they use to the end they have | 


in view; make greater sacrifices to at- 


tain their object; are not so easily dis- | 
couraged with difficulties; are more | 
careful to guard against evils to come; | 


take more pains to promote a union 
of effort; and take more pains to train 
up their children to walk in their steps. 
How great a want of wisdom is charge- 
able to the children of light; how great 
are the obligations which they violate; 
how great are their inconsistencies; 
how great is the injury that is done 
by them; what occasion have they to 
humble themselves; what shall we do, 
when called to give an account of our 
stewardship? 

36. Trust ye not in lying words, 
saying, the temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord, are these. 

The error of the Jews here men- 
tioned, did not consist, in supposing 
that this was the temple of the true 
God; nor in supposing that the rites 
observed in it were of divine appoint- 
ment; nor in supposing it was the true 
church ef God with which they were 
connected; nor in supposing that 
they were the children of covenant 
which God made with Abraham; 
nor in supposing that the land they 
possessed was granted to Abraham 
and his seeds all these were true; but 
it consisted, in trusting to these things 
for deliverance, while their hearts were 
not right with God. We should fall into 
a similar error, if we should conclude, 
that, because this church was original- 
ly constituted on a right foundation, 
and was once a true church of Christ, 
it is of eourse a true church of Christ 
now; if we should conclude, that, be- 
cause it is now a true church of Christ, 
it will of course continue so; by con- 
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cluding, that, if we regularly attend 

upon the ordinances of the church, we 

shall of course please God; that if the 

word is faithfully preached, it will of 
course do us good; and of course be 

insttumental of converting sinners; by 

concluding, that, if we have dedicated 

our children to God, they wiil of course 

be converted and saved; by conclu- 
ding, that, if we instruct our children 

in the principles of the gospel, they 

will of course adhere to them; by con- 

cluding that we are of course real 

christians, if we can tell a remarkable 
experience; if we have the good opin- 
ion of others; if we are orthodox in 
our belief; by concluding that we do 
duty, if we perform the external parts 
that we shall certainly please God, if 
we act conscientiously; and that, if we 
have some earnest desires for a revi- 
val, they are of course right desires. 
It is important that we avoid such an 
error; because, it must be provoking 
to God; it tends to lull us to sleep; to 
prevent self-examination; to prevent 
repentance; to lead us to go on in sin; 
to prevent our receiving any benefit 
from divine institutions; to render us 
insensible of the dangers which really 
exist; to close our ears against divine 
warnings; to prevent our looking to 
God for help; and ti:us, to hasten our 
ruin, and that of our children. Will 
not this subject account for much of 
the coldness, backsliding, and little 
success of the gospel, among us? for 
the tokens of divine displeasure which 
we have experienced? Ought we not 
to expect more of them? Is it not time 
to consider our ways, and repent? 

34. Remarks on Jeremiah 6. 

The declension of religion among 
professors, is cause of aiarm to those 
who have no hope; because professors 
will not pray for sinners as they ought; 
nor manifest suitable concern for them; 
hor press iruth upon their conscien- 
ces; they grieve the Spirit from them- 
selves; and provoke God to punish 
them, by means which tend to hinder 
the salvation of sinners; they do ma- 
ny things which tend to harden sin- 
ners; when religion declines among 
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professors, others usually make rapid 
progress in sin; and become more and 
more indifferent to religious things. 
What cause have sinners here to be 
alarmed, at the present time; you 
should try to awaken professors to do 
their duty; you may see the necessity 


of renouncing all dependence on the | 


help of creatures, aud of turning to 
God with all your heart. 

45. Ye must be born again. 

The change spoken of, need not be 
such as to make any addition to your 
natural powers; nor is it necessary to 


it that any new truth be revealed to | 


you; nor that such a change should 
take place as would give a a claim 
to heaven on the ground 0 justice; 
but, it must be a change in w hich you 
shall be made new creatures; a change 
in which the heart of stone shall be 
taken away; a change in which you 
shall be active, as well as dependent; 
a change which will make your heart 
like tne heart of God; which will make 


you feel towards your sias as ‘aod teels © 


towards them; which will make you 


love God for his sentence of condem- |, 


nation upon you; which will lead you | 
to deny yeurselves; which will lead | 
you toa ready and cheerful compli- 
ance with every divine requirements 
to persevere in holy obedience; to 
love prayer; to take delight in the 
scriptures, and to receive whatever 
they teach; a change which will pro- 


duce in you the same mind that was | 


in Christ Jesus, and lead you to walk 
in his steps. Such a change is neces. 
sary;. because, without it, you cannot | 
do any thing pleasing to God; _ with- 

out it, you are vile and loathsome crea- | 
tures; without it, 
live in this world; God is angry with 
you every day; you are helping to 
destroy others; you are increasing in 
wickedness; you cannot be taken to 
heaven, unless you become objects of | 
complacency: to its holy inhabitants; | 
you cannot enjoy God, if you go there | | 
with your present teinpe ; the char- ° 

acter you now sustain qualifies } you to | 
be your own tormenters for ever; with 

such a character, it is not suitable that 


you are not fit to 
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| the earth should be long burdened witi: 
| you; with such a character, hell is the 
| only place fit for you, and for which 
| you are fit. Have we experienced 
| this change? What gratitude ought we 
| to feel, if we have; what compassion 
| ought we to feel for sinners; what a 
sense of their guilt and wretchedness; 
and how ought it to stimulate us to do 
what we can to promote their salva- 
tion. 


(To be continued.) 


Kr— 
PREACHING THE GOSPEL. 

Upon mature deliberation, says Mr. 
Scott in his letters, £ am convinced 
that the preaching of the present day 
is not practical enough, or sufficiently 
distinguishing between true and false 
experience. I therefore speak more 
fully than most do of the moral char- 
acter of the deity; of the excellency, 
glory, and loveliness of that character, 
as described in the word of God. 
From this 1 deduce the reasonableness 
and excellency of the holy law of God; 
which [ endeavour fully'to open, in its 
extensive requirements. Thence fol- 
‘lows man’s obligation to Jove God, 
'both on account of his infinite loyeli- 
|| ness, and of our natural relations and 
H obligations t» him. ‘Then IT demon- 
| strate the evil of sin, as apostacy from 
this lovely and glorious God and King, 
and transgression of his perfect law. 
Thence I show the justice of God in 
the infinite and eternal punishment of 
sinners—it being necessary that God 
- should mark his hatred of this dread- 
ful thing, magnify his holy law, and 
shew his justice; that he might appear 
glorious forever in the eyes of ail but 
rebels. Thus, suppose, I dig deep to 
| lay the foundation of the gospel of free 
: grace; the necessity, nature, and glory 
! of the various obedience and sufferi ings 
of Emanuel, the sufficiency of his one 
sacrifice; and his ability and willing- 
ness to save to the all who 
cometo him. Thence ! show that all 
who will, may come, 0 ought to come; 
| and that all sin atrociously i in not com- 
ing: That, however, it is no natural 
man’s heart to come; because each 


ae - -- 


rtrormeast 





















ith, 
he 
ch 
ed 
we 
on 


SS} 
do 


J a= 


Tr. 


ed 


Miscellan UE 


maa is proud,selfish ,;worldly, and car- 
nal: Therefore all are without excuse. 
But a God of sovereign grace having 
mercy on whom he will, according to 
his own purpose, makes some willing 
by regeneration. This changes the 
prevailing bent of the heart; and hence- 
forth the man is not only humbly wil- 
ling to be justified by faith, and saved 
by grace, but hates and repents of sin, 
loves God’s law, loves holiness and 
leads a holy life; sincerely, cc 
sively, though imperfectly, receiving 
from Christ daily grace so to do; and | 
all experience which has not this ef- 
fect is false; This is the outline of my 
scheme. 
<9600=— | 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
QUESTION. | 
I believe it is the uniform practice | 
of ministers, of the Presbyterian and 
Congregational order, in the admints- 
tration of baptism, to use the preposi- | 





tion “In,” in the following clause; “In | 
the name of the Father, and of the | 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” ‘This 
is conformable to our English transla- 
tion of the phrase, in the approved 
version of the New Testament. = 
it has of late appeared to me objec- 
tionable: and for the following reasons: 
its meaning is ambiguous. Many un- 
derstand, “In the name of the Trinity 
io mean simply, “By the authority of 
the Trinity.” This is too great aj 
misapprehension of the true import of 


baptism, to be disregarded; but I see 
not why it is not justified by the com- 
mon principles of interpretation. “In 
the name” &c. does not, in my view, 
convey the true meaning of baptism. 
“Into the name,” &c. expresses it 
fully and unequivocally; and this is | 
evidently the true import of the ori-| 
cinal, “eis onoma,” Matt. 28. 19. 
This subject,Messrs. Editors,! con- 
sider to be important. I should wd 
pleased therefore to see the following | 
question discussed by some one of |) 
your able correspondents. | 
Would itnotbe expedient for minis- | 
ters of the gospel, in administering bap- 
tism, to use the phrase, “Into the name 
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of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost,” instead of the 
phrase in common use. 
ELIHU. 
SIGIS 
CALVINISM. 


‘‘And when we pray that the name of God be 
hallowed, because God will prove whether he be 
loved and honoured freely, or for hope of reward, 
we must think nothing of our own interest; but 
his glory must be set before us with fixed eyes; 
as it is seen in the example of Moses and Paul, 
to whom it was not grievous to turn away their 
eyes from themselves, and with vehement and 
inflamed desire to wish their own destruction, 
if, though it were with their own loss, they might 
advance the glory and kingdom of God.” Cal- 
vin’s Institutes, B. 111. Ch. 20, Sect. 26. 


<6 6 o> 


Embarkation of Missionaries.—On Satur- 
day the 16th ult, the Rev. ELNaTHAN Grip- 
LEY, and the Rev. JosepH BREWER, embark- 
ed at Boston for Gibraltar, expecting to proceed 
from thence to Beyroot, via Malta, and to make 
Syria, and Palestine the scene of their mission-~ 
ary labours. Mr. B. will derive his support 
from the Female Society of Boston and Vi- 
ctnity for Promoting Christianity among the 
Jews.—Miss. Her. for Oct. 


00> 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
OBITUARY. 

The Rev. JAMES SCUTHWORTH was borr 
Jan.30,1769, in the town of Canajoharie, county 
of Montgomery. The early part of his lite was 
spent on the borders of the Mohawk river. Du- 
ring the arduous conflict of the revolution,he en- 
dured the privations and hardships which press. 
ed so heavily upon the inhabitants of that re- 
gion. On several occasions he was in great 
danger of falling into the power of the savages, 
who laid waste the towns and villages adjacent 
to the river: but by a kind Providence he was 
preserved, and once at least, in a very remarka- 
ble manner, from their merciless hands. 

In his youth, though nearly destitute of alt 
religious advantages, Mr. S. was made a sub- 
ject of the influences of the Holy Ghost. After 
a long season of mental agitation and pungent 
conviction, without a single christian friend to 
instruct and direct him, light broke in upen his 
mind, and he enjoyed sweet peace nm commun- 
ion with God, ‘This interesting change occur- 
red when he was at the age of 17. From that 
time forward to the close of life, he cherished 
that humble and holy confidence im the great 
Redeemer of sinners, which is wont to charac- 
terize the new-born soul, 

Having himself been made a distinguished 
monument of the sovereignty and riches of dis 
vine grace, his heart was moved with compas- 
sion in view of the spiritual ignorance and sin 
which surrounded him. Conceiving it to be his 
duty to preach the gospel, he pressed his way 
amid difficulties and discouragements, which 
would never have been successfully encounter- 
ed, by a mind less vigourous, determined, and 
persevering. His opportunities for literary ac- 
quirement, were extremely limited, From the 
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tune he became pious,lie was remarkably devot- 
ed to the study of the holy scriptures. His 
early preparation for the ministry, and his theo- 
logical sentiments, he obtained directly from this 
divine source. At this period of his history, he 


fully embraced the distinguishing doctrines of the | 
These doctrines, as they were the | 


reforination. 
immovable foundation of his own immortal hopes, 
so they were ever a prominent theme of his 
preaching. The reflections of iater life, and 
his acquaiutance with books, whic! became con- 
siderable, did not lead him, in any essentia! ar- 
ticle, to alter his religious creed. Mr. S. pos- 
sessed ‘‘a sound mind, ina sound body.” He 
was characterized by originality of thought,a dis- 
criminating mind, anda love of investigaton, 


Notwithstanding the great disadvantages under | 


which he laboured, he attamed a respectable 


standing among his more favoured brethren in 
the gospel vineyard. His talents were eminent- 
ly of the practical and useful kind: and his dis- 
courses, fraught with instruction which evinced 
atonce a deep knowledge of human nature, and 
a familiar and profound acquaintance with the 
scriptures. He was an able and experienced 
counsellor in the adjustment of difficulties in 


churches: and his remarks im all deliberative ho- | 


dies, showed good sense, and were listened to 
with attention. 


which are the glory of the present age, and have 
for their ultimate object the evangelizing of the 
world. 

His efforts at preaching commenced, when he 
was about 21 years of age. He laboured for 
several years, in Burlington, Otsego county, 
and subsequently in the north part of the present 
county of Oneida, at the first settlement of the 
county. These early labours were useful, and 
highly appreciated by many who were thirsting 
for the waters of salvation. 
tal under the chief Shepherd, in gathering and 
nurturing the sheep scattered in the wilderness. 
He was installed pastor of the Congregational 
Church in Bridgewater, Sept. 22d, !292; hav- 
ing been some time previous, ordained as an 
evangelist. The good seed of the word which 
he sowed inthis field of labour, he had most 
cheering evidence, was not lost. Upwards of 
a hundred were added to the church apparent- 
ly, as the happy fruits. The pastorial relation 
between him and the above church, was by mu- 
tual consent, dissolved May 18, 1818. Some- 
thing more than a year after, he commenced 
preaching in Plainfield, an adjoming town, 
where he continued as a stated supply, till with- 
in a few months of his death. His labours there 
ulso, were specially blessed, and much esteem- 


ed by the people. His enzagement in Plainfield | 


closed, about the commencement of the year 
1826; after which, he preached as he had op- 
portunity: but spent most of the time in the bo- 
som of his family; and, though unconsciously to 
himself, seemed to be setting his house in order, 
as if in preparation to leave it. When in town, 
he uniformly attended publie worship in Bridge- 
water, where his family continued toreside, and 
frequently assisted the pastor. He enjoyed a 
good state of health through the summer, and 
was observed to be in more than the usual exer- 
cise and enjoyment of religion. On Saturday, 
Sept. 16, the labours of the day and the week 
heing closed, he retired quietly to rest, little 
thinking how soon the glories of heaven would 


He was an active and zealous | 
patron of the several benevolent institutions, | 


He was instruinen- | 


Utica Missionary Depository. 
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burst on his soul, and his eternal Sabbath he 
commenced. About two o’clock A. M. of the 
17th, his spirit left its tenement of clay, with but 
a slight signal, just sufficient to give the wife of 
his bosom, notice of his unexpected departure, 
He died in the 58th year of his age. Never was 
there a more striking exemplification of the mon- 
itory declaration of our Lord and Judge, ‘Be- 
hold I come as a thief.”?. Happy imdeed is the 
servant whom his Lord, when he cometh, shall 
find watching. 
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Ree’d for the A. B. C. F. M. from the Ist Sept 
to the Ist Nov. 


Britain,Fem. Ed. Soe. to ed. hea. youth, under 
the care of Rey. Mr. Poor in Ceylon; by 
Mrs. Lydia Cotton, Tr. #15 00 
Utica, Gentlemen’s asso. in aid of the A. B.C. 
I’. M.; by J. Bradish Tr. 5050. Mon.Con. 
9 49. United Fem. Miss. Soc. by Mrs. 
John Williams, Ir. 3; 
Hamilton College, a Miss. Box, kept by Rey. J. 
Monteith, 1 00 
A donationfrom Ashantee Bay.(unknown,) 5 00 
Champion, Fem. Miss. Soce.; Collected at mon. 


62 99 


con. by Mr. A. Lathrop, 1 00 
Britain, Fm. Ed. Soce.,to ed. hea. chil. at Cey- 
lon; by Mrs. Lydia Cotton, Tr. 5 05 


Bridgewater, Fyrom the Benev. Fem, Soc. by 
Rev, A. Miller, 

Champion, Mon. Con.; by Mr. Gershom Mat- 
toon, 1 50 


12 00 


Madison, a donation by a stranger, 22 00 
Exeter, Mon. Con. by Rev. Mr. Storrs, 13 00 
New Hartford, Mrs. C. Risley, a donation, 4 00 


Berry Center, Mon. Con.; by Mrs. C. Simmons, 10 00 
Burlington, Mon. Con. by Rev. L. S. Rex- 

ford, 2 40 
Granville, From the Fem. Juv. Hea. School 

Soc. by Mrs. Sarah Gray, Tr. 30 00; from 

Rev. John Wheaton, as an annual donation 

of his wife; lately Mrs, Eunice Wright, of 

Bennington, Vt.; for the support of a hea, 

child, at the Sandwich Islands, by the 





name of Moses D. Robinson, 12; 42 00 

For Richard Lane Bowman, at Mackinaw, 
2d payment, unknown, 12 00 
Amount ot Cash, $209 89 


DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c, 
For the Mackinaw Mission. 


Champion, A bundle of clothing by 3 Females, 
estimated at, $6 00 

Butternuts, From the Ladies, a box of Clothing 
estimated at, 5 

Sherburne, West Soc. a box of clothing from 
the benev. fem. estimated at, 123 75 

Winfield, Fvom the Ladies, a box of Clothing, 
not estimated. 

Westmoreland, From the fem. a box of Cloth- 
ing estimated at, 54 51 

Trenton, 24 yards of twiiled blanketing from 
miss. stock; b Mrs. L. Younglove and oth- 
ers, estimated at, 

Martinsbuigh,Fem.Miss. Soc. a box of clothing, 
estimated at, 

Utica, From the Ladies, a box of clothing, es- 
timated at, 176 27 

New a A box of clothing, not estima- 
ted, 

Paris, From Ladies, a box of Clothing, and a 
bbl. of dried fruit, estimated together at 

Lowville, Stows Square, From the Fem. Miss. 
Soc. a bbl. of clothing to Rev. Mr. Hud- 


ee 


59 


15 00 
29 50 


110 00 





son, estimated at, 50 00 
Amount of those boxes which have been esti- 
mated, HAi59 62 


ABIJAH THOMAS, Azer. 























